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Kuwait reports ^anti-Bush Iraqi plot 9 

Kuwait said Monday it bad arrested a group of Iraqis 
J* 1 * explosives and aims. Newspapers said eighi agems 
^gMad bad planned to assassinate former UJ>. Prcadeni 
v-Jco^ Bush during his visit to the emirate last month. A statement issued 
r&t£?^f r 4 0f Statc for Cabinet Affairs Abdul Aasz Dakhfl Abdullah Al 
^utnu made no mention of how many people the government had 
arrested or when. Riir U «*w 



n-uwau. inis win icaa IQ nomine doi more 
™£“T2. n for ““ ln V People and » more tension and instability in the 
1 “***• Newspapers reported that eight intelligence 
massL^^^ b b faeen “nested en April 13 and bad intended 

a^ssinate Mr. Bush and setoff a carbomb dnrmg a visit he made to the 
‘ - Mr - BustJ accompanied on the visit by his wife 

oaroara and two of their sons. Atm cm the trip were former Secretary of 
hiate James Baker, former White House Chief of Staff John Stmnnu and 
'Z^l^***™* Nicholas Brady. The London-based Saadi 
Al SlMrq Al Awsat earlier identified the eight as seven 
sateless Arabs of Iraqi origin and one Kuwaiti. 
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Sudan peace talks 

open in Nigeria 

ABUJA (R) — Sudan’s govern- 
ment and the main southern rebel 
group headed by John Garang 
opened a fresh round of Nigerian- 
brokered peace talks in Abuja 
Monday. Nigerian Vice-President 
Aug ustus Aikhomu opened the 
talks with a call for genuine com- 
promise that would insure sub- 
stantial progress to end one of 
Africa’s longest-running civil 
wars. Colonel Garang, leader of 
the mainstream Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA), was 
not present at the opening. 

Ciampi asked to form 
Italian government 

ROME (AFP) — President Oscar 
Luigi Seal faro named Italian Cen- 
tral Bank Governor Carlo Azeg- 
lio Ciampi Monday to form the 
country’s 52nd post-war govem- 
ment. Mr. Ciampi, 73, 
announced the decision after 
meeting with the president. He 
will replace Ginliano Amato, who. 
handed in his government’s res- 
ignation Thursday. 

Columbia lifts off 

CAPE CANAVERAL (AP) — 
Space shuttle Columbia thun- 
dered into orbit Monday with 
seven astronauts on a science 
mission chartered by Germany 
and years over due. The 2.02 
miUion-kilogramme shuttle rose 
from its seaside pad on time at* 
10:50 a.m. EDT (1450 GMT), 
tearing through thick clouds as it 
arced out over the Atlantic 
Ocean. It was the third attempt to 
launch Columbia on the labora- 
tory research mission. The first, 
one month ago, ended abruptly 
with an engine shutdown. 


Peace talks resume today after four-month hiatus! 


Palestinians head for ninth bilaterals 
urging more active American role 


Combined agency despatches 

AMMAN — Palestinian nego- 
tiators left for Washington Mon- 
day to resume Middle East peace 
talks after a four-month break, 
saying they hoped the United 
States and Israel would offer 
some progress. 

The overall head of the delega- 
tion urged the United States to 
take a more active role in bring- 
ing about a settlement to the 
Arab-Israeh conflict. 

Faisal Husseini also warned of 
“tragic consequences on the re- 
gion and the whole world’’ if the 
17-month-old Middle East peace 
process collapsed. 

Mr. Husseini was accompanied 
by 10 other Palestinian nego- 
tiators and half a dozen advisers 
on the 13-hoar trip to the U.S. 
capital. 

The bead of the delegation to 
the talks, Haidar Abdul Shaft, 
and five other delegates from the 
occupied Gaza Strip flew to 
Washington at dawn Monday 
from Israel’s Ben Gurion airport. 

The Syrian, Lebanese and 
Jordanian delegations left for 
Washington Saturday. The 
Israelis arrived Thursday. 

The Palestinian delegation is 
returning to the United States 
reluctantly under orders from 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, who has staked much on 
winning concessions from the 
Israelis. 


Israel wants Palestinians to 
seize ‘historic offer’ for peace 



P wtogtfwlan iiri»piiMi tp pwtt talks pose fora gronp photo Monday prior to their departure for 
Washington (photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


In Tunis, Mr. Arafat said he 
hoped the coming round “will be 
a turning point in the course of 
the negotiations.” 

“I hope the American and the 
Russian sponsors, and especially 
the American sponsor, will take 
into its consideration that -this 
round is decisive and constructive 
measures should be taken," Mr. 
Arafat said. 

Washington’s meeting will not 
be attended by negotiators Ghas- 
san Khattib and Samir Abdullah, 
both members of the Palestine 


People’s (Communist) Party who 
have demanded Israeli conces- 
sions before the talks start. 

These indude the phased re- 
turn of the 396 Palestinian exiles 
and a commitment from Israel 
that it cany no further expulsion 
and halt human rights abuses in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Speaking to reporters, Mr. 
Husseini said: “We call on the 
United States to take a more 
active and firm role in the upcom- 
ing peace negotiations in onler to 


bring about a peaceful settlement 
to the Arab- Israeli dispute.” 
“We are hoping that real and 
substantial progress will be 
achieved in the upcoming round 
of negotiations, otherwise the 
peace process will collapse and 
the whole region will not be able 
to bear its consequences." 

He said at the opening session 
of peace negotiations, his team 
expects Israel to announce its 

(Continued oo page 5) 
Expellees stage sit-in, page 2 


TEL AVTV (Agcndcs) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin Monday 
urged the Palestinians to seize 
Israel's "historic” offer to run 
their own affairs in the occupied 
territories. 

Speaking on the eve of the 
resumption of the Middle East 
peace talks in Washington, Mr. 
Rabin said: "The Palestinians 
have never had the opportunity 
to run their own affairs and this is 
the first time they have been 
offered this chance.” 

It was an "historic offer” which 
would allow the Palestinians to 
take over practically all the admi- 
nistration of tire occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, he said in a 
message marking the 45th 
anniversary of Israel’s creation, 
broadcast on the Arabic service 
of Israeli Television. 

Mr. Rabin is ready to grant the 
Palestinians limited autonomy on 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
with elections to be held to an 
administrative council. 

Under the plan Israel would 
maintain control of the borders, 
defence, foreign affairs and Jew- 
ish settlements during a five-year 
interim period when the final 
status of the territories will be 
worked out. 

But the Palestinians are de- 
manding foil autonomy, with 
elections to a legislative body as a 
first step towards an independent 
state. 

Mr. Rabin urged Palestinians 
Sunday to trust that the Jewish 


state was sincere in wanting 
peace. 

In an interview on Israel Tele- 
vision, Mr. Rabin said Israel 
meant business about peace. 

“We from our side are ready, 
ready to rake risks, ready to make 
compromises, but the comprom- 
ises must be mutual,” he said. 

Mr. Rabin said he hoped the 
Palestinian delegation in particu- 
lar would be prepared to be 
flexible. 

“It would be worthwhile to 
create for once a meaningful step 
forward (with Palestinians) to- 
wards the interim period," he 
said. 

Mr. Rabin emphasised that 
negotiations on the permanent 
settlement would be based on 
U.N. resolutions 242 and 338, 
which enshrine the principle of 
Israel trading land for peace. 

In another interview, Mr. 
Rabin said he believed in theory 
that Jews had “right to all of the 
land of Israel." In practice, 
however, this would mean adding 
nearly two million Arabs to 
Israel, which would mean the end 
of the Jewish state, he said. 

“I see that as the loss of the 
historic mission of my generation 
... to determine the destiny of the 
Jewish people, to establish the 
state,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Israel Radio quoted Foreign 
Minister Shimon* Peres also as 
saying he hoped Palestinians 
would seize the “opportunity for 
peace.” 


Mr. Peres said he believed the . 
situation in the region could de- 
teriorate if no progress was made 
in peace talks, according to the 
radio. He was speaking at an 
award ceremony for outstanding 
soldiers. 

The U.S. State Department's 
planning chief Samuel Lewis said 
he expected progress to be made) 
at the peace talks. 

Mr. Lewis, a former U.S.i 
ambassador to Israel, told Israeli 
Radio after talks with Mr. Rabin 1 
he was “optimistic” and that- 
there were "good chances” for 
progress to be achieved in 
Washington. 

Mr. Lewis had private talks' 
with Mr. Rabin, a spokesman for. 
foe prime minister said but he 
declined to reveal the nature of 
the discussions. 

He arrived Sunday and will 
also meet Mr. Peres. 

According to the daily Haretz,. 

Mr. Lewis will ask the govern-' 
ment to be more flexible in the! 
talks and to lift foe closure of the; 
occupied territories occupied. 

The Clinton administration’s! 
plan to take a higher profile in the; 
peace talks than the previous; 
administration is a high-risk! *j 
strategy that could mean he wilL 
be indelibly associated with its; 
collapse, reports from Washing- 
ton said. 

Secretary of State Warren! 
Christopher declared in February; 
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Iran sets June 11 
presidential poll 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Mon- 
day registration of candidates 
would start next Saturday for 
June 11 presidential elections, 
widely expected to give Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani a second 
four-year term. Tehran Radio 
quoted Interior Minister Abdul- 
lah Noun as saying registration 
would be open for five days. The 
official list of candidates will be 
announced a week later following, 
vetting by the Guardian Council. 
Mr. Rafsanjani, 58, a pragmatist 
cleric who has tried to revive 
Iran’s war-hit economy and im- 
prove its foreign ties, said in 
February he was ready to seek 
reelection. No other serious 
candidate has come forward 
although newspapers have men- 
tioned other posable contenders 
such as Tehran’s maverick Mayor 
Gholamh ossein Karbaschi. 

Demlrel presidential 
bid hits snags 

ANKARA (AFP) — A storm of 
opposition has broken around 
Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mi rel in his bid to win broad 
support as presidential candidate 
in Turkey to replace Tureut Ozal 
who died 10 days ago. Mr. De- 
mtrel's tradionalist right-wing 
True Path Party has proposed 
him as more or less automatic 
successor, though a vote has to be 
obtained in the 450-seat parlia- 
ment next month. But coalition 
partner Erdal Inonu of the Social 
Democratic Populist Party made 
it dear at the weekend jie in- 
tended mounting stout resistance 
to a straightforward walkover. He 
said he was worried about foe 
future of the coalition govern- 
ment. His party has 54 seats in 
parliament, and Mr. Demire] 182. 


‘$100,000 wired 
to blast suspects’ 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Suspects 
in the World Trade Centre blast 
received nearly 5100,000 wired 
from foreign banks, including 
some transfers from Iran, the 
New York Times reported Sun- 
day. The daily quoted investiga- 
tors as saying authorities believe 
the Feb. 26 explosion at the twin 
towers here, in which six people 
were killed and 1,000 wounded, 
was part of a “terrorist” plot. 
Five suspects of Middle Eastern 
origin have been charged in the 
case, but no country in the region 
has been mentioned publidy by 
U.S. authorities for alleged in- 
volvement. A sixth suspect is still 
being sought- Federal authorities 
have acknowledged that $8,000 
from Germany was traced to 
some of foe suspects. 


Yeltsin wins referendum, 
but power feud continues 


Combined agency despatches 

MOSCOW — - President Boris 
Yeltsin won a confidence vote 
from Russians Monday and fresh 
Western support for his reform 
drive — but his main foes vowed 
to press on with a Kremlin power 
struggle. 

Voters for a second time in two 
years expressed trust in Mr. Yelt- 
sin who seeks to turn the world’s 
biggest country into a free- 
market democracy under a 
Western-style presidency. 

A nationwide referendum gave 
the 62-year-old president a moral 
victory over hardline opponents, 
according to preliminary results 
Monday. 

Now, he has to perform a 
political conjuring trick to gain 
real political leverage and break 
months of stalemate which have 
paralysed Moscow. 

With a turnout of something 
over 60 per cent among 100 mil- 
lion voters, Ria news agency said 


58.5 per cent of the voters sup- 
ported Yeltsin and a surprising 
52.7 per cent favoured his reform 
policies. 

“This referendum has brought 
no losers nor winners,” Par- 
liamentary Chairman Ruslan 
Khasbulatov told assembly lead- 
ers who met to discuss foe im- 
plications of Sunday's vote. “I 
would urge both sides not to be 
carried away by the results.” 

“There can be no talk of over- 
all popular support (for Yelt- 
sin),” added another opponent. 
Vice-President Alexander Ruts- 
koi, noting that under half the 
electorate had backed the presi- 
dent. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from the 62-year-old presi- 
dent, Russia's first 
democratically-elected leader, 
who has spent months in a debili- 
tating conflict with parliament 
and its parent Congress of Peo- 
ple’s Deputies. A spokesman said 
be was studying the results. 


Preliminary official results 
showed that 58 per cent of foe 
voters had confidence in Mr. 
Yeltsin, “a dear majority” back- 
ed his market reforms and early 
parliamentary elections. 

Spokesman gave no further fi- 
gures. but said Mr. Yeltsin fell 
two to three per cent points short 
of foe margin he needed to force 
early balloting. The constitution- 
al court had ruled that a majority 
of Russia's 105.5 million eligible 
voters, rather than a majority of 
those voting, was required in 
order to force early election for 
parliament or president. 

Voters from Kamchatka in the 
east to Kaliningrad in foe west 
gave solid support to Mr. Yeltsin 
on foe other two referendum 
questions — on confidence in his 
leadership and approval of his 
economic policies launched last 
year — according to a nationwide 
exit poll by the Russian Centre 

(Cmftwd on page 3) 


Yemen goes to polls today 


By Jean-Eudes Barbier 
Agence France Finesse 

SANAA — Yemen Tuesday 
holds its first foil legislative elec- 
tions, taking another step to- 
wards democracy since unifica- 
tion of foe country three years 
ago. 

Yemen, which has allowed 
political parlies and freedom of 
expression ance North and South 
Yemen united in May 10, 1990, 
will become foe second state- on 
foe Arabian Peninsula — after 
Kuwait — to have an elected 
assembly. 

But opposition members warn 
that the risks of vote tampering is 
high, despite the presence of 
foreign observers. 

The elections based on univer- 
sal suffrage are expected to be 
carried by three main political 
parties which are fielding nearly 
900 candidates. 

Two of them currently govern 
the country: the General People’s 
Congress (GPC) of President Air 
Abdullah Saleh and the Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP) of Vice- 
President All Salem Al Bardh, 

The third is foe Islamic move- 
ment Al Islam of Sheikh Abdul- 
lah Ben Hussein Al Ahmar. 

No surprises are expected in 
Tuesday’s vote, but rural voters 
in particular have rallied around 
more than 3,000 independent or 
opposition candidates, though 
few of these are expected to win 



A Yemeni carries posters of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein hi 
e lect ion campaign (AFP photo) 


Woman 
killed, 11 
wounded 
in Gaza 

GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Troops shot 
and wounded at least 11 Palesti- 
nians in a series of clashes on foe 
Gaza Strip Monday, including 
four protesting the raising of an 
Israeli flag, Palestinians said. 

Soldiers opened fire after 
Palestinians threw stones at them 
for raising foe flag on a rooftop 
lookout post in Khan Yunis, 
wounding the four, the sources 
said. The troops put up the flag to 
mark the 45th anniversary of foe 
creation of Israel. 

Three Palestinians were 
wounded in clashes with troops in' 
foe Shatti refugee camp and four 
ofoers in Nusseirat. 

Meanwhile a Palestinian 
woman who was shot by troops last 
Wednesday died on Monday, 
bringing to 1,080 foe total killed 
by Israelis since foe intifada be- 
gan in December 1987, according 
to an AP count. 

Najah Hilmi Abu Dillal, 33, 
was shot in foe eye in the Nus- 
seirat camp during a demonstra- 
tion. 

Some 10,000 Israelis marched 
in support of Jewish settlers in the 
Gush Katif region, near Khan 
Yunis, to mark the Israeli 
celebrations. 

The violence occurred as the 
occupied territories entered their 
fourth week of a closure imposed 
by Israel folio win^a series of 
Arab attacks on Israelis in 
March. 

The closure has cut off some 
110,000 Palestinians wage earners 
from their jobs in Israel and has 
been used by the army to flush 
out wanted men. 

The closure was tightened this 
weekend, excluding some 8,000 
agricultural and building labour- 
ers still authorised to work in 
Israel. 

On Sunday, Israeli troops shot 
and wounded two Jewish children 
in foe occupied West Bank when 
the car they were riding in did not 
heed orders to stop, Israeli 
sources said. * 

They said foe Israeli car was 
passing the Palestinian village of 
’Em Yabrud near the Jewish set- 
tlement of Ofra when an army 
patrol signalled it to stop. The car 
did not stop and foe soldiers 
opened fire, wounding two chil- 
dren in foe car. 

The wounded were taken to 
hospital in Israel, the sources 
said. 


OIC adopts tough step on Bosnia 


KARACHI (Agencies) — The 
Organisation of foe Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) unanimously cal- 
led Monday for lifting the arms 
embargo on Bosnian Muslims 
and urged the United Nations to 
approve the use of force against 
Serb forces if necessary. 

The OIC resolution, adopted 
by the delegation of all 51 coun- 
tries attending a foreign ministers 
meeting here, also called for an 
arms embargo on foe rump Re- 
public of Yugoslavia, accused of 
helping the Bosnian Serbs. 

“Bosnia has the right to self- 
defence,” said the resolution, 
which decried the international 
arms embargo on Muslims in foe 
Balkan nation as “foe major fac- 


tor impeding foe use of foe right 
of self-defence.’ 

“Vi(e request the U.N. Security 
Council to act decisively and ex- 
peditiously under the provisions 
of the U.N. charter and allow 
U.N. member states in coopera- 
tion with Bosnia to take all neces- 
sary measures to uphold the right 
of self-defence, sovereignty and 
political independence” in Bos- 
nia. 

The resolution urged the 
Security Council to “immediately 
take further appropriate mea- 
sures, including foe authorisation 
of the use of force” to ensure that 
the Serbs did not receive 
weapons. 

The world body should place 


"all heavy weapons in the repub- 
lic of Bosnia-Herzegovina undef 
effective international physical 
control, or neutralise them to 
. render them inoperative." 

Hie resolution also called for 
foe “interdiction of all arms sup- 
plies to the Serbs and the institu- 
tion of appropriate measures fot 
reparations for foe government -of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina by Ser- 
bia and Montenegro,” foe two 
states left in the rump Republic of 
Yugoslavia which have been ac- 
cused of helping Bosnian Serbs 
fighting Muslims. 

Earlier, Jordan called on th£ 
conference to help stop Serbia^ 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Is offering a multi-currency 
super saving account 

Jordan Dinar, U.S. Dollar 
Sterling Pound & Deutsch Mark 

Along the following advantages: 

. Deposits, withdrawals and transfers from and to your account at anytime. 

. Higher interest rate calculated on a daily basis. 

. Flexibility of moving from one currency to another without any restrictions. 

For more information please contact any of our 22 branches. 
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Tel : Head Quarters $88814 
Fax: 687452 Tlx: 21994 
P.O. Box 9776 Amman - Jordan 
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A distinguished family car that boasts a wealth of comfort and refinements 


UNITY TRADING ESTABLISHMENT 


Mecca Street Tel: 821310 - 821320 
Fax: 822421 Amman 



HYunoni 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


: PROGRAMME TWO 



1*00 


19:15 

1*30 


2h30 


21:10 


22.-00 
.. 2£20 



PRAYER TUBES 

M-J6 

0S:S0 




! 16:12 
1*17 


20:41 



AagttoH Chid TcJ. 630851. TcL 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Cbarch Tci. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charcfa Tci. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim CW* Td 771751. 
Amman iotcmadoaal Church TcJ- 
652526. 

Ewa ff Dal Latheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

The Chnndi ef lesm Christ oT Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824. 654932. 
Church of the Nuarene Td. 675691. 
Charch of the Redeemer ... Tel. 
638526. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman SO per cent. Aqaba 27 per 
cent. 


Khatifch pharmacy 985417 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


EMERGENCIES 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


QallcijnsBppticd by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


SC Mar? d Nazareth Church Swtilkfe, 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Cbnrdi Td. 624590. 
Church of the Anntudathm Td. 
637440. 

Oe la SaDe Cbnrdi Td. 661757 
Tcrmaach Cbnrdi Td: 622366 
Church of the Anaundatfoa Td. 
623541. 


It will be relatively cold and partly 
cloudy, and there will be □ chance for 
scattered showers of rain. Winds will 
be westerly moderate to fresh. In 
Aqaba, whids will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


Amman ............. 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 


Min ./Max. temp. 

8/18 

16/27 

6/20 

14/26 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad A1 Nahawi ... . 693925 

Dr. Khalcd Mu'addi 743500 

Dr. Gfaaa Abu Sbdkha 752405 

Dr. Adnan Al Zughoul ®®I40 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Naiioukh pharmacy - 623b72 

AJ Salarn pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy — 644945 

Shmdsam pharmacy 637660 

Nurouih pharmacy ...... 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


Food Control Centre 

Civil Defence Department 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192.621111, 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

PnbticSccarity Department 

Hotel Complaints 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elec tr ici ty Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company ....636381 

RJ Flight Information ... 08- 53200 

Oocen ARa Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


I bn Sin? Hospital (09)986732 

AlHftro Modem Hosrital (OTJWOWO 

rank 

Princess Basm Hospital .... (02)275555 

Greek GaUnik Hospital (02)272275 

Bn AJNalta Hospital (02)347100 

AQABA: 

ftiacesiHaya Hospital (03)314111 


Price Complaints 
Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints — 

Telephone Information 


AMMAN; 

Hussein Medical Centre 

Khabdi Maternity. J. Amn . 
AkDeb Maternity. J. Aran. . 
Jabal Amman Maternity.... 

Malbas. J. Amman 

Palestine, Shmetsani ~ 

Stimdrati Hospital ........ 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


CRBID: 

Dr. Ali Al Onuri 

Alquds pharmacy 


Ehmbdnc Information 
(directory assistance) 


:::::::::: B 


Yesterday's Wg h te mp era tores: Am- 
man 18. Aqaba 27. Humidity readings: 


ZAJRQA: 

Dr. Rajell Saqcr „ 


(-) 


Overseas CaDs 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs...... 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs ..... 
Jordan Television 


AJ-Ahli. Abdall 

Italian, AFMuhajrecn ....... 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashraftch ...... 

Army. Marica — 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Amal Hospital — ......... 

ZARQA: 

ZuqaGovt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital 


.81381302 
. 644281/6 
_ 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

.. 664171/4 

669131 

845845 

.. 667227/9 
.666127/37 

- 664164/6 
„ 777101/3 
.775111/26 
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Saudf Communist Party 
does not drearii of power, 
but insists on basic refori 


By Sausan Ghosheh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Saudi Com- 
munist Patty (SCP) does not 
have any illusions of reaching 
power in its puritan Muslim 
homeland. Its moderate aim is 
to continue to insist on institut- 
ing a democratic form of gov- 
ernment in the kingdom, said 
Hamad Al Mubarak, a mem- 
ber in exile of the SCP. 

The SCP is demanding re- 
form of the political process, 
and not a radical change in the 
system. “We are only asking 
for democracy, not the down- 
fall of the monarchy,” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

Mr. Mubarak said the Gulf 
war was a turning point for 
Saudi Arabia and the SCP. 

The Gulf war revealed “the 
corruption, the military weak- 
ness, the lack of national unity 
and loyalty” that characterise 
the political and social Hfe in 
Saudi Arabia, he said. 

It also emphasised Saudi 
Arabia's total dependence on 
the United States, said Mr. 
Mubarak, who attended a re- 
cent Jordanian Communist 
Party conference. 

The Gulf war has increased, 
the awareness of the Saudi 
people and the percentage of 
Saudis who are demanding 
democracy, according to Mr. 
Mubarak. 

Democracy, Mr. Mubarak 
said, has widespread support in 
Saudi Arabia, even among 
members of the royal family, 
but it is finding resistance from 
King Fahd’s branch of the rul- 
ing family. 

Asked whether a meeting 
was held between Crown 
Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul 
Aziz and the SCP, Mr. Mubar- 
ak said no official meeting was 
held, but that Prince Abdullah 
met with certain individuals 
accused of being members of 
the SCP. He added that the 
crown prince is popular in the 
country and a known supporter 
of democracy. 

He emphasised that “if 
democracy is not instituted in 


Saudi Arabia, violence will 

spread throughout the country 

due to tribalism. ^ factionalism 

and regionalism." 

“Saudi Arabia has no free- 
doms, no constitution and no 
unions. It pays no attention to 
human rights agreements. 
Mr. Mubarak asserted. 

The absence of democracy, 
he added, has brought together 
opposition parties and forces in 
Saudi Arabia and increased the 
public's support for them. The 
SCP has managed to cooperate 
with the Democratic National 
Alliance and the Shi’ite refor- 
mist movement, he said. 

“The SCP cannot be ignored 
as an important political force 
in the country. Even the gov- 
ernment looks for our litera- 
ture and our analysis of 
events," he claimed. Support 
for the party, Mr. Mubarak 
added,- is found throughout 
Saudi Arabia, but is mainly 
located in the south, where a 
large labour population lives. 
He refused to disclose any 

numbers or percentages, of the 1 

party’s strength, explaining : 
that it is an underground party 
and thus it is impossible to 
know numbers. 

Mr. Mubarak is anticipating 
a change in the name and the 
platform of the party at the 
SCP's next conference. He re- 
fused to divulge any informa- 
tion about the time and place 
of the meeting. 

He said the SCP, which 
dates back to the 1950s, 
changed its name to the Saudi 
Communist Party in its first 
conference in 1975. Now, Mr. 
Mubarak said, the SCP is dis- 
cussing these changes in order 
to focus on the priorities of the 
current era and to become a 
mass political party. 

He said the SCP is socialist 
in its principles. But, he said, 
“in this period, it believes it 
should focus on democracy, 
human rights, social develop- 
ment, political and economic 
independence, perceiving that 
socialism is something that 
may materialise in the very 
distant future.” 


Expellees stage overnight 
sit-in near Israeli lines 


MART AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Nearly 400 Palesti- 
nian expellees began a night-long 
sit-in facing Israel’s military line 
in South Lebanon Monday, pro- 
testing the resumption of Arab- 
Israeli peace talks in Washington. 

The sit-in was part of a “mar- 
tyrdom march” the expellees 
launched from their tent camp 
toward the Israeli army check- 


point at Zommaraya on thei 
northeastern edge of Israel’s self- 


styled “security zone.” 

As they dug m for the night, 
spokesman Abdul Aziz Rantisi 
said: “We hold the Palestinian 
and Arab delegations to the talks 
responsible for every drop of 
Mood that could be spilled during 
our confrontation with enemy 
soldiers.” 

Israel 'expelled the men Dec. 
17, claiming they were Muslim 
fundamentalists belonging to 
groups like Hamas who instigated 
violence in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“It's the only way we can pro- 
test the betrayal by the Palest^ 
man delegation which' is going to 
the so-called peace talks after 
promising not to return to 
Washington before we go home,” 
Dr. Rantisi said. 

“It's also a message to the 
United Nations, to our families 


and our people that we are still 
here," Dr. Rantisi said. 

The march was halted after 
Israel soldiers raked the rocky 
terrain around them with 
machine-gun fire and tanks fired 
six shells. 

The 396 exiles camped just 300 
metres from tanks guarding the 
Israeli checkpoint. 

They trekked the two 
kilometres from their camp car- 
rying backpacks filled with 
clothes and food and brand- 
dishing copies of the Xoran. 

“We are going to stay here. It 
doesn’t make sense to risk getting 
hurt,” Doctor Omar Faraoune 
said. “We are going to camp 
here, and being pictured by the 
news media is our only way not to 
be forgotten in Washington.” 

With a smile, Nasser Hamem- 
reh, 29, a legal expert in Beth- 
lehem. said: “Of course our pro- 
test today will change nothing at 
all in Washington, but it is impor- 
tant for the people of Gaza and 
the (rest of the occupied) territor- 
ies. 

“I hope this helps to isolate the 
Palestinian delegation,” he 
added. 

“Without a doubt the Israelis 
will announce a more flexible 
timetable for our return when the 
talks resume, but we don’t trust 
them,” Mr. Hamemreh said. 
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PRIME MINISTER Sharif Zeki Bea Shaker meeting covered Franco-Jordanian coopera- 
received at his office Monday Admiral Jacques tion in military affairs, parttcuairy in Air 
Lanxade, chief of staff of the French Armed Force Training programmes. A dm. Lanxade 
Forces in the presence of the assistant chief of later left Amman at the end of bis several day 
staff for administration of the Jordanian visit to Jordan. He was seen off by the French 
Armed Forces and French Ambassador to ambassador and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
Jordan Denis Bauchard. Discussion at the of Staff Gen. Abdni Hafez Marai AlKaabneh 


Jordan to attend Vienna 
human rights conference 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Jordan is sending a 
12-member delegation of offi- 
cials, parliamentarians, lawyers 
and human rights activists to the 
June 11-25 United Nations con- 
ference on human rights, the first 
such gathering in 25 years. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hass an, who is closely 
involved in the organising of die 
conference, might lead the Jorda- 
nian delegation, but the final 
decision on the issue is not taken 
yet, his office said. 

Among the prominent Jorda- 
nians in die delegation are Upper 
House of Parliament member 
Lai la Sharaf, several members of 
the Lower House, lawyer and 
former minister Taber Hikmat, 
columnist and international hu- 
man rights activist Waleed Sadi 
and lawyer Asma Khader, a 
prominent member of the Jordan 
Chapter of Amnesty Internation- 
al. 

The Vienna conference, con- 
vened in line with a resolution 
adopted by the U.N. General 
Assembly, is expected to be 
attended by all member states of 


the world body, including several 
heads of state. International ex- 
perts and activists are drawing up 
an agenda for the gathering. 

The meeting, is expected to 
focus on a global' review of hu- 
man rights, including political 
and civil rights. The U.N. held 
the last such conference in 
Tehran 25 years ago. 

The record of various countries 
in adhering to the dozens of 
international charters and cove- 
nants on human rights will be 
reviewed, but it is doubtful the 
forum would devote any particu- 
lar attention to calls for censure 
of governments with proven re- 
cords of human rights violations, 
according to international experts 
and diplomats. 

A dose clash is expected be- 
tween the developed countries 
and the developing world if the 
latter seeks to use the forum to 
advance their quest for interna- 
tional aid, they say- 

“The developing countries 
would argue that their economic 
conditions do not permit diem to 
extend any high significance to 
the international norms and prao- 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

King congratulates Sultan of Malaysia 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday sent a 
cable to Sultan Azlan Shah of Malaysia congratulating him on the 
anniversary of his assumption of constitutional powers. King 
Hussejri ■jytshed the Malaysian saltan good health mid 'happiness 
and foe Malaysian people" further progress' and prosperity. 

Cypriot transport team arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing the Cypriot 
Ministry of Transport Monday arrived in Amman on a several- 
day visit to Jordan. The delegation will meet with the secretary 
general of the Ministry of Transport and other ministry officials to 
discuss issues related to enhancing Jordan ian-Cypriot relations in 
the field of transport. 

Yeltsin 

(Continued from page 1) 

for Public Opinion and Market to... press for two things Russia 
Research. needs: Early elections and a new 

Mr. Ydtisin won approval of constitution,” Yeltsin adviser 
63.8 per cent of people surveyed Gennadym Burbulis told Russian 
about the vote-of-confidence Television, 
question, according to projeo “We expect fulfilment of foe 
tions from foe exit poll of 5J219 promises he (Yeltsin) made bc- 
Russians. fore the referendum.” reformist 

A surprising 56 per cent of exit Deputy Lev Ponomaryov told a 
poll respondents supported his news conference. “The main 
market reforms that have brought thing is foe new draft constira- 
soaring prices, worsening living tion.” 

standards and plummeting in- Mr. Kinsbulaiov said foe re- 
dustrial production. ferendum had split society and 

“There were no clear winners weakened Russia. “Apart from 
or losers,” Mr. Khasbulatov said this setback for the state, this 
during a closed meeting of foe referendum decides absolutely 
Supreme Soviet legislature's ex- nothing,” he said, 
ecutive committee, spokesman He bitterly attacked the pro- 
Konstantin Zlobin said. Yeltsin television and radio 

“This referendum has split coverage, comparing foe presi- 
sodety,” he said, in remarks in- dent's media aide Mikhail Poltor- 
dicating that foe bitter parliamen- anin , to Hitler’s propaganda chief 
tary battle with Mr. Yeltsin is Josef Goebbels. 
anything but over. "This referen- “Society can no longer tolerate 
dam is another stage on foe road this terrorism of the news 
of weakening Russia's state- media." Mr. Khasbulatov said, 
hood.” Mr. Poltoranian hit back with a 

Mr. Yeltsin rejected Mr. Khas- fierce statement. "Having lost foe 
bnlarov's interpretation. referendum outright, foe suppor- 

“The attempt by the Supreme ters of barrack-room communism 
Soviet leadership to disrupt the have begun looking for 
expression of the people’s will scapegoats,” he said, 
under the pretext that foe popula- Mr. Yeltsin’s success reassured 
tion is tired of politics, did not traders in world markets fearful 
succeed. Efforts to discredit the of more turmoil in Russia had foe 
people's will not succeed," he result been less clearcut. 
said in a statement. Germany said foe vote meant 

Another Yeltsin ally, Sergei new aid of $43.4 billion from the 
Yushenkov, outlined foe moves Group of Seven (G-7) industrial 
foe president should take: states could start flowing. 

"More active and concrete Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
steps are required to adopt a new said his support was stronger than 
constitution, a new law on elec- expected and matched Western 
tions,” Mr. Yusbenkov told re- hopes. France hailed the outcome 
porters. “More resolute actions as a victory for democratic re- 
are needed to implement a form. 

tougher financial policy, conduct The White House called the 
privatisation, support science, referendum results “very en- 
culture and entrepreneurship.” coa raging.” 

Mr. Yeltsin office said he had White House spokeswoman 
won a 59.2 per cent vote of Dee Dee Myers said President 
confidence in his presidency in Bfli Clinton was to call Mr. Yelt- 
foe first 79 of Russia’s 88 regions 
to count results of the referen- 
dum. 

Returns from these regions 
also showed that 53.61 per cent of 
voters answered "yes” to a 
second question on whether they 
backed Mr. Yeltsin’s social and 
economic policies, the president’s 
office said. 

“It is already clear foe outcome 
of the referendum gives foe presi- 
dent foe necessary legal basis 


"Obviously the results coming 
out of Russia, they’re preliminary 
but they’re very encouraging,” 
she said. “Well wait to see the 
final results and I expect the 
president will talk to Yeltsin at 
some point." 

Mr. Myers said Mr. Clinton 
plans to discuss his aid package 
tor Russia m a meeting with some 
Democratic congressional leaders 
Tuesday. 


Arab 
airlines 
discuss 
expanding 
operations 

AMMAN (Petra) — A regional 
meeting opened here Monday to 
discuss the prospect of expanding 
foe operational capabilities of 
Arab airlines. 

A spokesman for Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ), the national carrier, 
which is hosting foe meeting, said 
foal foe two-day discussion is 
intended to focus on the idea of 
; enabling double jet-engine air- 
j craft owned by Arab airlines to 
make trans-oceanic flights safely. 
Attending foe meetings are 
T# representatives of airlines in 

J 1PT1T1 O Saudi Arabia, Syria, Egypt, 

r lvlllICI Kuwait, Sudan, Algeria, Libya, 

Lebanon, and foe United Arab 
^ Emirates, in addition to Gulf Air. 

[ fr* (1 The spokesman. Jihad Iisheid, 

RJ vice president of operations, 
rices of respect for human foe ^ting was organised by 

rights,” said an expert, who pre- Associa- 

ferred anonymity h «‘P «■* operations 

“Obviously, foe argument is of A™*’ atr,,nes around lhe 
that unless they could improve w . , , , _ , . . 

foeir own economies, they would w has ^ready inducted this 
continue to be tod bogged down P««™nme « its Airbus aircraft 
in foeir economic preoccupations and wasfoUowed byKuwaiti 

and development priorities,” said and Gulf 

foe expert said Capt. Iraheid. 

But, according to foe expert, J* said q««Hon. related to 
foe developed countries rould tra J| ,,n 8 Pef 501 ™ 1 and pilote, as 
counter by Jointing out that "re- « maintenance of such air- 

spect for foe basic political and craft. be discussed at foe 
riril rights of a peoplehas little to meetings, also attended I by repre- 
do with economic backward- sentatives of the American 
nes& f Boeing aircraft company. 

“They could argue that one 
does not have to have to a de- A A I T 
veloped economy to ensure that 
detainees are not tortured,” 
noted foe expert. “Nor do econo- Tl f*l I 

mic difficulties justify foe rrnposi- U11LI1 l<U 

tion of ridiculous laws and regula- 
tions in total disregard for basic nyniYIAto 
human dignity.” U1 UIHIHC 

As an example, foe expert __ m m 

cited foe case of some countries IJaI iniO'ri 

where a woman complaining of KAUmUA 

rape has to produce at least four m # _ 

male witnesses to support her IlT 11 \rO|*g|TlAC 
charge before foe authorities tJ J .ll ▼ w^J JlUvJ 
would accept foe case. “What 

does economy have to do with RAMTHA (Petra) — Executive 
it?” asked foe expert. President of Najah University in 

The Arab group at the confer- Nablus on foe Israeli occupied 
ence is expected to present com- West Bank Bah jar AJ Masri said 
plaints about Israel's arbitrary here Monday that Palestinian 
measures against the Palestinians . .universities are in financial diffi-. 
living under its ’occupation.^^- culty bddause of foe deteriorating 
The United-States ^conomio situation 1 in tbe-oaaj- 

tion fas said that foe Palestinian^. p*ed lands. The Universities are 


could raise foe issue in Vienna 
with a view to securing Israeli 
actions to improve foe human 
rights situation in foe occupied 
territories, but neither Washing- 
ton nor the conference itself is 
likely to entertain any motion for 
condemning foe Jewish state, di- 
plomats say. 

“The whole exercise is aimed 
at conducting a comprehensive 
review of foe international hu- 
man rights situation in all its 
perspectives, including the phi- 
losophy of respect of human 
rights,” said a diplomat. 

“Singling out and censuring 
countries is not on the agenda." 


also facing a serious shortage in 
teaching staff since foe Israeli 
authorities deported a large num- 
ber of them, said Dr. Masri who 
was speaking following foe con- 
clusion of a two-day meeting of 
foe Association of Arab Universi- 
ties (AAU) Council held at foe 
Jordan University of Science and 
Technology (JUST). 

Mohammad Sagr, president of 
the Islamic University in Gaza, 
said that foe AAU Council has 
decided to send a delegation to 
the Marj A1 Zuhour area in 
southern Lebanon where Palesti- 
nians expelled by Israel have 
been stranded since December. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Art exhibition entitled “The Legend of Petra II” by artist 
Saha Shuman at the National Gallery for Fine Arts. 

☆ Art exhibition by Sarnia A1 Zaru and Adrian Yabya at the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of ceramics by Margaret Tadros at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by Dr. LaOa BnstamD at tbe Royal cultural 
Centre. 

if Art exhibition by Jordanian artist Ahmad Naiwash at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of sculptures by Syrian artist Aktham Abdni 
Hameed at Batedna Art Gallery. 

☆ Art exhibition by Syrian Artist Yousef Abdeflce at AJ Balka'a 
Gallery, A1 Fuhefo city. 


A - Lecture, in Arabic, entitled “Modern German liter* tore in 
Arabic Translations” by Dr. Abdo Abboud, of the University 
of Homs, at 1230 noon at the University of Jordan's Modern' 
Language Centre. 

FILM 

’fr German film entitled “Treffen in Travers” at the Goethe 
Institute at 8 p.m. 


THANKS AND APPRECIATION 

The president and tbe administrative staff of 

AJ-Shou’Ieh Club for the Blind 

(formerly Friendship Club for the Blind) 
extend their thanks and great appreciation to 

Mrs. Christina Afridi, 

President of Pakistan Women Association 
(P.W JL), 

the members of the association and ail the members of the 
Pakistani Embassy in Amman, headed by His Excellency 
the Ambassador, for their kind initiative in holding a 
charity bazaar dedicated to the club. 

They deeply evaluate the great efforts offered by Mrs. 
Afridi and the voluntary team who worked with her to 
ensure the success of the bazaar. 

The bazaar was held under the patronage of H.R.H. Prince 
Ra’ad Ben Zeid, honorary chairman of the club last 
Saturday. 


Professional Arab women turn 
meeting into debate over veil 

Challenge is to retain 
positive elements, while 

expanding opportunities 

— Queen Noor 




By Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Veiled women at 
work was one of foe subtly de- 
bated issues Monday at a high- 
level conference, grouping pro- 
fessional women from different 
parts of foe Arab World. 

Tbe conference, which aimed 
mainly at reviewing problems en- 
countered by leading professional 
women, turned into an intellec- 
tual discourse over veiled women 
occuping leading posts. 

“In Gulf countries, men do not 
allow women to enter into foe 
professional or educational do- 
main unless they are veiled,” 
explained Munira Fakhro, a uni- 
versity professor from Bahrain, at 
foe first session of the Regional 
and National Conference of the 
Business and Professional 
Women’s Federation (NFBPW) 
held at the Grand Forte Hotel. 
Ms. Fakhro was reacting to a 
statement by Maysa A1 Jamal, 
Monday's only lecturer, who said 
that although women took the 
veil off in the 1930’s, they are 
re-wearing it now out of econo- 
mic difficulties. 

“Veiling women in Egypt: is it 
a religious costume or a tradition- 
al one or what?,” Ms. A1 Jamal, 
herself an Egyptian, questioned. 

The simple comment apparent- 
ly drew foe anention and interest 
of foe participants. Five out of 
around fifty participants at the 
conference were veiled. These 
came from Bahrain, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates. 
Several participants (veiled and 
unveiled) extensively defended 
foe veil (Hijab) throughout the 
discussion hour. 

“My presence here among you 
is one major proof,” said Rajiha 
Mahmoud from Oman, who 
pointed out that wearing the veil 
did . not staikliMijij^Mt way of 
occupying, a*. leading post as a 
member 'of foe bohrd of directors 
at foe O ui a n Ch amber of Com- 
merce and Industry. 


Although foe discussion period 
focused on foe hijab issue. Ms. A1 
Jamal's lecture concentrated on 
the lack of studies and statistics 
on women in leading posts and 
the absence of women's unions. 

The lecturer stressed the im- 
portance of carrying out in-depth 
research on professional women's 
basic and common problems, as 
well as obstacles they face 
throughout their career. 

"Without knowing ... we can’t 
help," she said. “Who are they, 
(foe leading women) what are the 
problems they faoe and how did 
they succeed?” she questioned 
repeatedly. “We have to do away 
with rhetoric and get into foe task 
of portraying foe role of profes- 
sional women ... knowing what 
they want and what are they 
going through.” 

Participants at foe three-day 
conference also highlighted the 
major impediments encountered 
by professional women; mainly 
lack of funding by different orga- 
nisations for women's projects. 

According to some participat- 
ing experts, the lack of funding 
and lack of training diminish 
chances for women to open their 
own private businesses. Others 
said women are deprived of 
decision-making which poses 
another hindrance to foeir prog- 
ress and development in their 
careers. 

In commending the NFBPW’s 
discussions on women's educa- 
tion, training and participation in 
professional and business fields. 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, who 
earlier chaired the opening cere- 
mony of foe Arab woman and 
Sustainable Development Con- 
ference at the Royal Cultural. 
Centre, said these discussions 
“constitute part of a broader, 
long-term global drive to enhance 
women’s contributions to nation- 
al development foatTsequitable, 
balanced and sustairtaBle.l-' 

The Queen emphasised the im- 
portance of better recognising foe 
role of women in foe develop- 



ment process, in balance with 
their traditional role in the con- 
text of individual and family 
needs. 

“The woman's role in the ex- 
tended and nuclear family has 
anchored a strong family struc- 
ture that has been the single most 
important element and personal 
identity in Middle Eastern cul- 
tures, in contrast with traditions 
in many countries of the de- 
veloped world." 

“Our particular challenge is to 
retain the fundamental positive 
elements of foe Middle East’s 
family and communal structures, 
while expanding women's oppor- 
tunities to strike a balance be- 
tween the sheltering environment 
of the home and the liberating 
environment of the community." 
Queen Noor said. 

She invited all women to use 
the opportunity of the conference 
to focus on several women's 
issues: "Your single greatest 
long-term service would be to 
integrate women’s issues within 
foe broader global quest for poli- 
tical and social structure.'* 

The president of foe Interna- 
tional Federation of Business and 
Professional Women, Yvette 
Swan, presented foe 4 Queen with 
,.a pin. honouring her as a friend of 
their federation, and offered her 
a book on the history*, of the 
organisation. 


In her speech at the opcnii 
ceremony. Ms. Swan sard. "It r 
tremendous feeling to be amo 
our Arab Waters here in Jordan 
“We now know the truth abo 
Jordan and the Arab World a 
we will spread the light arou 
the world,” she added. 

The Jordanian Minister of I 
formation. Mahmoud A! Shai 
highlighted in his speech the s 
nificant steps Jordan has adopt 
recently in the path of democr; 
and the importance of havint 
free press. 

"We have had one of rhe fre 
elections in the history of t 
region," he said. "... it 
Parliament) has passed a n 
press and publication law wh 
safeguards foe freedom of 
press against any intrusion by 
government, and guarantees 
right of accessibility to all sour 
of information.” 

President of the National F 
era tion of the Business and F 
fessional Women, Ina'am 
Mufti, who is also director of 
Noor Al Hussein Foundati 
emphasised in her speech the i 
of foe media in raising foe aw; 
ness of women and of font 
favourable attitudes tows 
women's. causes, “especially 
jWQfldthat has been transfon 
^-virtue of 'the modem c 
munication . revolution. int« 
global village.” 


Jordanian Chemical Society holds first conferenc 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Chemical Society (JCS) 
Wednesday will hold its first con- 
ference. 

With the participation of a 
large number of specialists from 
Jordan and Iraq, foe meetings 
will be held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC) under the patron- 
age of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

Participants will review 22 re- 


search papers and listen to three 
main lectures by Jordanian and 
Iraqi researchers, in addition to 
joint research papers by Amer- 
ican and Pakistani chemists, 
according to Mohammad 
Halaiqa, JCS president. 

Dr. Halaiqa said the meeting 
entitled, “Chemistry in the Ser- 
vice of Development," is sup- 
ported by foe Ministry of Educa- 
tion, foe University of Jordan and 


foe Higher Council for Science 
and Tedinology (HCST). Dele- 
gates include several representa- 
tives of the industrial sector in 
Jordan, particularly those in- 
volved in foe pharmaceutical in- 
dustries and foe potash and phos- 
phate mining industries. Dr. 
Halaiqa told foe Jordan Times. 

The effects of insecticides on 
mothers’ milk and the utilisation 
of chemical substances in the 


manufacture of medicine 
among foe main topics on 
agenda, he said. 

Dr. Halaiqa said some of 
papers deal with issues sue! 
teaching chemistry, tackling 
ture chemistry-based projects ■ 
the exploitation of foe Dead 
minerals and new materials i 
in foe Arab petro-chemical in- 
tries. : | 



Rawdat al Ma'aref School & College 
[RAMS] 


Proudly announces the establishment of a ' 

FOUNDATION YEAR in collaboration with the NORTHERN . 
CONSORTIUM OF TWELVE LEADING BRITISH UNIVERSITIES 

The Purpose of this Foundation Year is to prepare 
Jordanians and students of other nationalities with a 
Tawjihi certificate or equivalent for enrollment in a three 
year British university degree programme (B.AorB.Sc.). 

The Northern Consortium undertakes to ensure 
that all students who pass the Foundation Year are 
enrolled in a suitable degree programme. 

( N.B. RAMS has boarding facilities for expatriates ) 



( For further information interested students should contact RAMS in person ). 


RAMS is seeking to employ qualified teachers for the GCE advanced 
level and Foundation Year courses in the following subjects : 

• Communication Skills and Information Technology 

• Pure and Applied Mathematics 

• Physics. 

• Chemistry 

• Biology 

• Accounting and Finance 

"TOP • Social Studies 

Candidates should have university degrees in the above . mentioned 
fields and have excellent command of the English language. 

Candidates for teacting positions are k indly requested to contact RAMS in perso. 


l "i I'urthcr Information, Please Contact the P R dept. 

I el - ,-,()/ [ / 52 Amman Fax - N2X954 - P.O.Box 676 Khaida 
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Licence to spy 

THE Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith (ADL) is 
operating in the U.S. as a government within a 
government. This much was revealed recently when 
police in the San Francisco and Los Angeles areas have 
disclosed that ADL has been running a massive 
nationwide intelligence-gathering operation against a 
wide spectrum of political groups operating In the U.S. 
Included in these groups are not only Arab American 
organisations but also the National Association for the 
Advancement for Coloured People (NAACP) and 
Greenpeace as well as scores of others. This belated 
discovery came on the heels of the equally shocking 
revelation less than a year ago that AIPAC, another 
major Jewish Organisation based in the U.S. capital 
city, was also conducting a secret espionage operation 
against several American establishments and persona- 
lities. For these purposes, the two Zionist agencies 
recruited a string of police officers and put than on 
their payrolls. But what adds insult to injury was the 
equally damaging disclosure that the information 
gathered by these two ostensibly American groups 
were passed to foreign countries including Israel and 
South Africa. The extent of the Jewish espionage 
within the U.S. can be best illustrated by the fact that 
ADL alone kept secret files on no less than 950 political 
and cultural groups and more than 12,000 U.S. 
citizens presumably protected under the U.S. Con- 
stitution from such illegal acts. 

It remains to be seen what the local and federal 
justice departments intend to do about these clearly 
illegal actions. In the meanwhile, though, what should 
be on the minds of Americans now Is whether these two 
presumably charitable organisations would continue to 
enjoy their tax-exempt status under .which they have 
been able to gather tax' deductible contributions and 
pass them on to finance their operations. The broader 
concern should be whether these two sister Jewish 
establishments should continue to be licensed by local 
and federal authorities after being caught flouting U.S. 

Saws In their most sensitive areas. 

There is nothing more serious than conducting 
espionage activities on nationals within q country. 
ADL and AIPAC have both abused their privileges 
and violated the trust that state and federal govern- 
ments have had in them as essentially charitable 
agencies engaged in benign activities. If the two 
establishments escape U.S. justice scot free inspite of 
the damag&ng information about them, then we have a 
right iz question the integrity of American justice, its 
fairsi-ds and even-handedness. This is not the first time 
that Jewish Americans have been caught spying on 
tizei r owa country in the service of Israel. The . case 
celebre cf Johnathan Pollard several years ago still 
rings lend in everybody’s memory. Pollard spied on 
the U.S. military and supplied the information to the 
Israelis. Ever since the infamous Rosemberg case in 
the early fifties, the case history of Israel in the context 
of espionage is full of both publicised and confidential 
reperis involving American Jews spying for Israel. 
Only by taking firm action against the most recent 
examples of this spying can there be an effective end to 
this dangerous phenomenon. 
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PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ON THE cve of the resumption of the ninth round of Arab-braeli 
peace talks, we find the Arab parties in closer coordination than 
ever before said AI Dnstour Arabic daily Monday. The paper 
noted that such a coordination constitutes a positive element, 
contributing to the success of the peace negotiations. Furth- 
ermore, the talks this time are being held for the first time under 
the sponsorship of the Ginton administration which ought to be 
given a chance to honour its commitments and to keep its 
promises of playing an active role in the peace talks. It said that 
the Israelis also have offered some promises, albeit ambiguous, 
concerning measures to create a suitable atmosphere for the 
negotiations, especially with regard to deportation policies and 
the improvement of < conditions for the Palestinian people under 
occupation rule. It said th'at though we realise the immense 
difficulties to be encountered in the talks, and the obstacles that 
arc stil! to be overcome, we do recognise the role which 
Washington ought to play if the peace process is to make a 
headway. As we realise that this could be the last chance for peace 
that could be acceptable to the future generations, said the paper, 
we remain optimistic and bonding on to our legitimate rights. It 
said that the Arabs are also hopeful that the solid stand and' 
collective efforts can help achieve a settlement and peace based 
on U.N. resolutions ana the international legitimacy. 

A COLUMNIST in Ai Ra’i daily Monday accused the major 
world powers of plotting to annihilate the Islamic Nation. Gting 
the ongoing events in the Bosnia-Herzegovtna, Kfaaled Mahadin 
said that hardly a day passes by without an announcement in 
London, Washington, Paris and Moscow that force could be used 
to end the Serbian aggression on the Muslim people of former 
Yugoslavia. But the fact is that these capitals are doing nothing to 
stein the Serbian onslaught and alleviate the sufferings of 
children, women and old people, said the writer, he said the U-5. 
is capable of doing something to end the conflict without waiting 
for approval from its Euroepan allies. The European and the 
Americans are only interested in rebuilding the war-torn country 
for the benefit of its non-Muslim inhabitants and not in saving 
innocent lives, charged the writer. He said that die Europeans 
and the Americans, who are so quick to flex their muscles in 
northern and southern Iraq, are reluctant to end the barbarism of 
the Serbian forces. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Ranu G. Khoun 
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Never again, and again, and again 


By a great historical coincidence, this week we have been able to 
juxtapose several contemporary and past incidents that speak 
modi about tile real state of human political morality. In tbe 
United States and some parts of Europe, there has been- dramatic 
remembrance of the holocaust and the uprising in the Warsaw 
ghetto 50 years ago, all of which has been commemorated by the 
opening of the Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, 
D.C. By all accounts that I have seen on television and read 
about, this is a chilling monument. The holocaust never fails to 
strike human beings’ deepest fears, vulnerabilities and emotions 
— as it should — for rarely in history has so much cruelty and 
inhuman violence been unleashed against such helpless victims. 
We keep hearing the hallmark words that are a historical verdict 
on the holocaust — “never again” — words that are supposed to 
seal this as an aberrant episode that cannot and must not be 
repeated because of the extent and vigilence of our moral 
consciousness. “Never again”, we hear, and all decent human 
beings nod in solemn accord and confirmation. 

“If the threats emanating from ...conflicts 
ever become too grave, if they should 
threaten the comforts and vital resources 
of the dominant cultures of our world, we 
can expect a massive and barbaric military 
response,’ 9 

But there is something that bothers me about the moral 
solemnity of the holocaust remembrances, something that tells me 
that tbe distinction we make between history and contemporary 
humanity is somehow not honest, perbaps not really valid, or 
maybe it simply is not working as it should. For while much of the 
western world, and especially the United States, rightly remem- 
bers the moral savagery and the inhumanity of the holocaust, tbe 
world witnesses current situations in which humanity is savaged 
and morality is deferred on a scale that is not as grotesque as the 
holocaust in conceptual or numerical terms, but is gruesome and 
chilling in its own right. 

The brutality of the events in Bosnia-Herzegovina, the situation 
in Iraq and the status of southern Sudan are three cases in point 
that need to be juxtaposed against the rhetoric and the moral 
fabric of contemporary human society. To the credit of most 
commentators and politicians in the western world, especially in 
the United States, we hear many voices today questioning 
whether humankind has really absorbed the lessons of the 
holocaust. These voices ask: How can we say we have learned the 
lessons of the holocaust if we stand by and allow the carnage in 
Bosnia to continue? 

To this, I would add: Bosnia is only one example among several 
others, such as Iraq and southern Sudan. The juxtaposition of 
today's mass human suffering and wholesale genocide of entire 
societies and ethnic groups against the historical events of the 


holocaust is somehow ineffective because dearly humankind 
seems willing to allow mass death and suffering to continue in 
societies that are deemed to be peripheral, expendable, or 
unimportant. Tbe real, valid and disturbing historical comparison 
is as follows: When the Nazi genocide agamst the lews started in 
Europe half a century ago, the western world acted with much the 
same lassitude that the world shows today for the mass deaths 
taking place in Bosnia, Sudan or Iraq. 

Tbe holocaust happened because western societies then did not 
act with sufficient force to stop tbe mass kflling of Jews, gypsies 


and others whom the Nazis had targe tted. The really valid test of 
morality vis-a-vis the holocaust is not what the world thinks of it 
today, but what the world did about it in the 1930s and early 


nism and Japanese 
status quo in Europe, 


1940s. It did very little, until Nazi 
militarism threatened the geopotitic 
Russia, and the Pacific. 

The dramatic moral fury that the world exhibits today vis-a-vis 
the holocaust is partly and rightly an attempt to atone for the 
omissions and sins of tile past, to recognise that the failures of the 
were grave and unconscionable, and should not be repeated. 

ut they are being repeated today, with equal moral callousness, 
in Europe and the Middle East. It is estimated that over 100,000 
Iraqi children have died in the last year because of the nutritional 
and health impact of tbe embargo against Iraq. Hundreds of 
thousands of Sudanese are dying before our eyes. One hears the 
phrase “never again” uttered by well-intentioned people whose 
political actions affirm otherwise. “Again and again” is perhaps a 
more accurate historical and moral verdict on humankind's 
capacity to confront the spectre of mass death at tbe hands of 
fellow human beings. 

The historical lesson is clear, if ever so grim: If human beings 
wish to kfll other human beings in massive numbers, the rest of 
the world appears willing to waicb the carnage, perhaps even to 
derive geostrategic and political gains from it. The criteria of 
historical and contemporary lassitude appear very evident now. 
Marginalised societies and cultures will be allowed to drown in 
their own blood if they are deemed peripheral to the survival and 
sustenance of other, more important societies. The Jews and 
gypsies of Europe were peripheral to the western world half a 
aeo. and the suffering and vulnerable communities that 


and the dying in BnKbc 
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suffer before our eyes today are, apparently, deemed equally 
peripheral to our world and to onr human conscience. 

This is perhaps the most gruesome lesson of the end of the cold 
war that we have to deal with, and live with. It seems acceptable, 
if unfortunate, that hundreds of thousands of Arabs or Bosnian 
Muslims or others should die, because these are peripheral 
people, fringe cultures and expendable communities that are 
judged to be tangential to the life quality of the other people who 
live in the Middle East, Europe, or foe North Atlantic rim. Here, 
perhaps, is the first rule of the “new world order” that we are 
asked to endure, if not to embrace. The world is imperfect, unjust 
and full of brutal self-interest. It speaks of a desire to see a 
thousand points of light, but' it must simultaneously endure a 
thousand points of brutality and carnage. 

The calls for political and military action to stop the suffering 


“While much of the western world, rightly- 
remembers the moral savagery and the 
inhumanit y of the holocaust, the world 
witnesses current situations in wluch 
humanity is savaged and morality is defer- 
red on a scale that is not as grotesque as the 
holocaust in conceptual or numerical 
terms, but is gruesome and chilling in its 
own right.” 

Muslims. In other words, peripheral cultures can kill one another; 
they may disturb the conscience of the rest of the world, but they 
should not threaten foe contentment of the world's central powers 
or upset foe balance of regional power in areas such as the Middle 
East. 

These are grim and disturbing concepts, but they appear to be 
validated by the facts of our own contemporary actions, just as 
they pertained to mid-century European history. We who inhabit 
this region and deal with western powers in a variety of ways 
should take the time to ponder these points, and to draw 
appropriate conclusions. It is perhaps comforting to many that the 
world should, in retrospect, expend such intense moral and 
political energy on remembering the horrors of the holocaust. But 
this was little comfort to the victims of foe holocaust half a century 
ago, just as it is laughable to the victims of the world's current 
wars and mass deprivations. Again and again, we hear the cries of 
“never again” drowned ont by the screams of those who die 
today, within earshot of our moral exhortations, and in the 
shadow of our compassion for foe victims of the past. 

© RAMI G. KHOURI 
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A charge of massive spying 


By Jane Hunter 


SACRAMENTO,- California 
In a dramatic development in.a 
case thafhas been building since 
late last year, police raided the 
San Francisco and Los Angeles 
offices of tiie Anti-Defamation 
League B'nai B’rith (ADL) on 
April 8. The same day, the San 
Francisco Superior Court re- 
leased documents alleging that 
the prominent Jewish organisati- 
5on ran a massive nationwide 
intelligence-gathering operation, 
targetting a wide spectrum of 
political groups. Some of the 
intelligence was sold to South 
Africa, the documents allege, 
and, according to earlier reports, 
some was also sold to Israeli 


The scope of the ADL opera- 
tion described in foe documents 
— files were kept cm 950 political 
groups and more than 12,000 
individuals — is stunning. When 
the investigation became public 
in January, it appeared to involve 
mainly local Arab- American and 
pro-Palestinian organisations. 
After a city attorney argued that 
news of foe spying had caused 
Arab-Americans to “fear for 
their personal safety,” a San 
Francisco Superior Court judge 
ordered police to provide those 
who asked with copies of tbe files 
kept on them by tbe ADL's paid 
agent, Roy Bullock, and his col- 
laborator Tom Gerard, a veteran 
San Francisco police officer. 

However, it seems that foe 
ADL spied on an incredibly 
broad range of organisations. 
Those named in published 
.accounts so far include civil rights 
groups — among them the vener- 
able National Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured Peo- 
ple (NAACP) — environmental 
organisations such as Green- 
peace, ethnic organisations (the 
Asian Law Caucus, for example), 
trade unions, newspapers and the 
board of directors of the San 
Francisco public television sta- 
tion. 

The documents indicate that 
much of the information police 
have recovered so far came from 
confidential government records. 
San Francisco authorities believe 
that the ADL gained access to the 
records through cooperating 
police officers in Los Angeles, 
Gncago, New York and at least 
four other dries, as well as San 
Francisco. 

Police in San Francisco and 
many other localities are strictly 
forbidden to spy on non-violent 
political groups, as is the FBI. 
But Mr. Gerard has admitted 
that, when new regulations 
against police spying in San Fran- 
cisco took effect in 1991, he, Mr. 
Bullock and ADL officials met 
local FBI officials and Bullock — 
who has been foe ADL's paid 
Mit since 1954 — began sup- 



lying the FBI with information. 
The FBI paid Mr. Bullock. His 
stock in trade was to infiltrate 


organisations and search their 
garbage. He, and tbe helpers be 
hired to handle the work load, 
were paid with ADL funds. 

Mr. Bullock sorted the 
thousands of organisations and 
individuals into categories: 
“Arab ” "Right,” “Skins" (Skin- 
heads), “Pinko” and “ANC,” the 
African National Congress. The 
court documents released last 
week allege that in foe late 1980s 
Mr. Bollock and Tom Gerard 
gathered and sold information on 
anti-apartheid activists and ANC 
supporters to agents of the Sooth 
African government, netting 
$15,000 over several years. 

It was not immediately dear 
whether officials intend to puisne 
the allegations they leaked earlier 
this year that Mr. Tom Gerard 
sold police intelligence to Israel. 
During court proceedings in 
February, .San Francisco Assis- 
tant District Attorney John 
Dwyer said that foe Gerard- 
Bullock files contained the name 
of one of three naturalised 
Palestinian citizens seized by 
Israel in Janaary as Hamas 
“paymasters." Tbe San Francisco 
Examiner reported that a source 
familiar. with foe case had 
identified the named man as 
Mohammad Jarad of Chicago. 

Mr. Gerard was known to keep 
extensive fifes on Palestinian and 
Arab organisations in tbe U.S. fri 
1991 be was one of a number of 
police officers to participate in a 
trip to Israel hosted by the ADL. 
The organisation has insisted that 
its police tours are to promote 
interdenominational understand- 
». It remains to be seen whether 
icers in other cities who en- 
joyed ADL's junkets to Israel 
will turn out to be linked to its 
spying operation. 

It is a federal crime to provide 
intelligence to a foreign govern- 
ment. But Mr. Bullock, who has 
begun talkin g to foe police m 
exchange for at least partial im- 
munity, has insisted that the 


ADL was not involved in tbe sale 
of dossiers to South Africa. Mr. 
Gerard Abruptly retired and fled 
to foe Philippines (which has no 
extradition treaty with the U.S.) 
when the investigation began last 
year. 

San Francisco District Attor- 
ney Arlo Smith said two weeks 
ago that ADL employees could 
be charged with a variety of 
felonies, including receiving con- 
fidential files, eavesdroping, con- 
spiracy and tax violations. The 
ADL itself could face 38 charges 
for failing to declare and pay 
taxes on Mr. Bullock’s pay. The 
organisation paid Mr. Bullock 
almost $170.0000 between 1985 
and 1993. The money was funnel- 
led through the bank account of 
Bruce I. Hochman, a Beverly 
Hills attorney and a former presi- 
dent of the Jewish Federation 
Council of Greater Los Angeles. . 
Mr. Hochman told a San Francis- 
co police investigator Mr. Bul- 
lock would penetrate organisa- 
tions and needed this arrange- 
ment to be distanced from ADjL. 
Mr. Hochman acknowledged that 
he had been paying Mr. Bollock 
for about 25 years. Until 1990 
Mr. Hochman was a federal pro- 
secutor. 

Tbe ADL, which insists it had 
done nothing wrong, could also 
lose the tax exempt status that 
protects its $32 million budget if 
the government determines it has 
strayed from its stated mission of 
stadying anti-Semitic and neo- 
Nazi organisations and protecting 
all minorities from bigotry and 
discrimination. 

Hie raids on the ADL come 
less than a year after a former 
employee of American Israel* 
Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC) revealed that it main- 
tamed a secret espionage unit to 
compile information on critics of 
Israel, especially Jewish peace 
activists — Middle East East In- 
ternational. 


Women’s activism 

Politicised more than social, 
acrimonious more than harmonious 


By Sansan Ghosheh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Women activists 
and political analysts see the 
women's movement as one of foe 
factors that have contributed to 
weakening their status in Jordan. 

Researcher and writer on 
women’s issues Suhafr AI Tal 
says: “tbe situation women are in 
is a reflection of foe women’s 
movement and the crisis in the 
women's movement is a reflec- 
tion of foe status of women in 
society.” 

Feminists accuse the women's 
movement of concent ra ting on 
politics and overlooking women’s 
issues, for which foe movement 
was originally established. 

Asma Khader, who was recent- 
ly elected president of the 
Women’s Union in Jordan, says 
the strong relationship between 
women's organisations and 
women activists on the one hand, 
and these organisations and activ- 
ist and political parties on the 
other influences foe path of tbe 
women’s movement, giving prior- 
ity to the political over the social. 

Ms. Tal affirms that the 
women’s movement was brought 
to life by political parties and was 
not tbe result of a widespread 
demand by women. Thus, she 
maintains, women’s organisations 
and activists, who are affiliated 
with political parties, fight for 
women issues only to foe extent 
their parties are willing to fight 
for them. 

Historically, Ms. Tal says, 
women's rights have been tbe last 
item on foe agenda- of political 
parties and the first issue to be 
conceded in order to achieve 
other goals. 

Ms. Khader and Ms. Tal furth- 
er believe that women leaders 
usually use the women’s move- 
ment as a mechanism to promote 
foe ideas of their political parties 
and to increase their parties’ 
membership. 

The head of the Jordanian 
Democratic Women’s League 
and member of the Jordanian 
Democratic People’s Party, Ma- 
jldaAJMasri, considers, however, 
the relationship between political 
parties and foe women’s move- 
ment to be a positive phe- 
nomenon. She believes that 
women's concerns and problems 
cannot be isolated from those of 
society at large. “It is a matter of 
democratic rights,” she says. 
“Only by linlring these issues,” ■ 
she maintains, “could we im- 
prove foe current conditions.” 

Jordan has a few hundred 
women's associations, five demo- 
cratic women’s organisations 
which belong to different political 



Suhair AI Tal 


and two women’s unions. 

. s. Tal says the fragmentation of 
the movement into so many 

S , partly due to political 
rices, weakens foe move- 
ment tremendously.' 

Ms. Masri, however, does not 
perceive foe existence of different 
women’s organisations as a prob- 
lem as long as a union, that would 
rndude all women regardless of 
their political affiliations and 
ideologies, is formed. “Our first 
priority is to form a united move- 
ment that represents all women 
...This wOl make us a strong 
force,” foe says. 

Although Ms. Khader and Ms. 
Masri are optimistic about 
achieving such a union, analysts 
say that its formation, in the short 
run, is doubtful if women leaders 
do not change their working 
methodology; if they do not move 
beyond self-promotion, for them- 
selves and their parties, and- 
beyond quarrelling over who gets 
what seats. 

Ms. Khader believes the exist- 
ence of a number of women's 1 
organisations is not negative, it is 
part of democracy and pluralism. 
But, foe maintains, these orga- 
nisations need to stop their inter- 
nal bickering and to learn to work 
in harmony. 

The absence of a “theoretical 
framework” to liberate women 
has also contributed to the 
weakening of foe women’s move- 
nt says Ms. Tal. “Individuate 
and organisation in the women’s 
movement all raise the same 
slogans but they do not have 
philosophical backgrounds for 
foe liberation of women," foe 


Khader agrees with Ms. 
Tal, explaining that foe lack of a 
theoretical framework led foe 
movement to “raise slogans with- 
out translating them into action.” 
Ms. Khader hopes that the 
women’s movement will soon 
adopt human rights as their 
theoretical framework. 


Ms. Tal and Ms. Khader also 
spoke of the inability of the 
women's movement to develop 
programmes that suit foe contem- 
porary era, describing it as one of 
foe main reasons for the crisis of 
the movement Ms. Khader be- ' 
heves the lack of programmes is 
further widening the 
gap between women activists and 
women not involved in any move- 
ment, resulting in frustration 
among women and lack of confi- 
dence in the movement. 

Ms. Masri, rejects this gener- 
alisation, saying that it differs., 
from one organisation to the 
other and emphasising that what - 
others perceive to be lack of 
programmes is actually a method 
of prioritising issues. The 
women’s movement, according to 
Ms. Masn, should address issues 
that draw the largest number of 
women, such as work, education, 
freedom of expression and parti- 
cipation in public life, not issues 
that cause animosity between 
women and the movement, like 
abortion and prostitution. 

Ms. Tal further says that the 
movement is suffering from the - ’ 
mobility to develop new young* 
leadership. Ms. Khader contends' 
mat the presence of women lead-'* 
in the same position for more’ 1 
than twenty years is an indication 
that foe movement is elitist, stag-"" 
nant and unable to reach its 
female constituency. 

Young women are not 
to a movement led 
by middle aged women 
bold foe same position 
for decades, M*- Tal said, thus 
a fohng to the isolation of the 
movement. 

In addition, the three women 
interviewed emphasised that the ' 
jjsonce of political freedoms in 
foe past andinterfcrence in and 

moreS°S women's, 

a* 5 ® contributing 
thC ‘k^b'foted status of 
foe movement. 
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UJK. Dollar In International IHarlrart 


Currency 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Camay Unit 


Mew Vofik 
Clo&c 

°«* 23 / 4/93 


■ 1.5745 




1.2417 



Swiss Franc 


Flrench Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Currency Unit 


Currency 


U-S. Dollar 


SterEng Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira 4 


Belgian Franc 



0.02086 


Other Currencies 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 
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bullion market, Monday. 

OS. $1,000 costs 1.2580® “■"? 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2580/85 

1.5685/95 

1.7640/50 

1.4190/M0 

3235/39 

2.2950/3000 

1470/1472 

110.13/18 

7.1780/880 

6.6325/425 

6.0200/300 

$13935/45 

$349.70/35030 


Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Growth 
in Asia 
to remain 
world’s 


IMF: World recovery hesitant 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The many countries, recent positive 
world economic recovery is weak- developments offer hope for a 
er than expected, and growth cooperative growth strategy in 
could remain sluggish for some the near term which could also 
time, particularly if countries fail permit a strengthening of global 
to reach a global trade agree- economic performance over the 
rnent, the IMF said in a report medium term.” the IMF said, 
released here Monday. But "to be successful, it is vital 


released here Monday. But "to be successful, it is vital 

The International Monetary that these efforts are supported 
WASHINGTON (AFP)— Asian Fund revised downwards its by an immediate conclusion of 
economies grew by almost eight growth forecasts for the world the Uruguay Round" of intema- 
per cent in 1992, partly thanks to economy for 1993, and warned tional trade talks under the 
a steep rise in China's growth that even these figures may have General Agreement on Tariffs 
rate, and the region will remain to be reviewed if progress is not and Trade (GATT), the report 
the world’s fastest-growing this made in restructuring economies added, 
year, the IMF said Monday. and curbing protectionism. “A failure to complete the 

Asian economies grew 7.9 per “The recovery of global econo- round would deprive the world of 

cent in 1992, against overall mic activity after the 1991 down- the benefits of further liberalisa- 
worid economic growth of just turn remains hesitant and tin- tion and would risk aggravating 
1.8 per cent, the International even," the IMF said in its semi- protectionist pressures, which 
Monetary Fund (IMF) said in its annual World Economic Outlook would seriously harm all coun- 
Worid Economic Outlook report, report. tries," it noted. 

‘A dramatic rise in China's It is now predicting world eco- The industrial countries are 


reduce the large federal- budget and to diminish exchange and 
deficit and to strengthen saving financial market tensions while 


and investment.’* 

The report noted that the eco- 
nomic plan unveiled by President 
Bill Ginron in February, while a 


preserving progress in reducing 
inflation," the report said. 

Asia is again expected to show 
the sharpest growth as it did last 


'considerable effort,* would leave year, with output up 6.7 per cent 
the country with a deficit of three this year and 6.6 per cent in 1994. 


per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct in fiscal 1998 — the same 
level as in the late 1980s. 


Growth in developing coun- 
tries in Africa is accelerating, 
with growth rising to 2.7 per cent 


Japan will see growth of only this year and 3.9 per cent in 1994, 
1.3 per cent this year, against a after 0.9 per cent in 1992. 


January forecast of 2.5 per cent 
and 3.75 per cent in October, 


Countries in transition from a 
centrally planned to a market 


partly the result of adjustments economy will see their economies 
following recent correction of in- shrink by 8.8 per cent this year 
flated asset prices. Japanese but only 1.6 per cent next year, 
growth for 1994 is forecast at 3.5 with negative growth in the for- 


Worid Economic Outlook report, report. tries," it noted. 

‘A dramatic rise in China's « I s now predicting world eco- The industrial countries are 
growth rate in 1992, owing to nomic growth of 2.2 per cent for forecast to show 1.7 per cent 
strong increases in fixed invest- 1993. and 3.4 per cent in 1994, growth this year, against an car- 
men t. contributed to a substantial after forecasting 1993 growth of her forecast of 2.9 per cent, and 
increase in regional trade and 3.1 per cent in the last report m 2.9 per cent in 1994. 
growth." the report said. October, but warned that “the The U.S. economy is forecast 


per cent. 

European Community growth 


mer Soviet Union down from 
11.8 per cent in 1993 to 3.5 per 


is forecast at 0.1 per cent in 1993. cent in 1994. 
partly as a result of turbulence on In some former communist 
foreign exchange markets but countries the economies were bot- 
also due to- right monetary con- toming out. but “in the Russian 


growth." the report said. October, but warned that “the 

China’s economy grew 12.8 per outlook remains unusually uncer- 

cent in 1992, and it is expected to .... .. 

be Asia’s feaest-urowinn eco- . “Notwithstanding the con- 


The U.S. economy is forecast 
to grow 3.2 per cent this year and 
by the same amount in 1994, with 
“the most pressing priority of 


be Asa’s fastest-growing eco- . WMwiuminang toe con- me most pressing pnomy or 
nomy again this year, with gross 11006(1 economic difficulties m economic policy... the need to 
domestic product growth of 8.5 ~m r 

Moulinex Rouble 


soli da lion and inadequate prog- Federation and most other coun- 
ress towards convergence of tries of the former Soviet Union. 
European economies. Growth is economic conditions are of par- 
forecast at 2.2 per cent in 1994. ticular concern because of <n- 
“ Looking ahead, the industrial adequate attention to macroeco- 
countries now need to take effec- nomic stabilisation and because 
rive action to strengthen growth of political unrest and armed 


conflicts in many regions." 

Among positive signs for the 
overall world economy, the re- 
port cited success in developing 
countries, early signs of recovery 
in former communist countries, 
easing exchange rate tensions and 
falling interest rates in Europe 
and tne economic stimulus pack- 
age recently unveiled in Japan. 

But it warned that if govern- 
ments, particularly in the indus- 
trialised countries, do not con- 
tinue with necessary structural 
reforms to liberalise the financial, 
trade, agriculture and labour 
markets, the world economy 
might not achieve the revised 
growth figures now being fore- 
cast. 

“Although there is also the 
potential for growth to be stron- 
ger than projected, the policy 
implications are clearly more se- 
rious if growth turns out to be 
significantly weaker than in the 
baseline," the report said. 

“The downside risks, if real- 
ised, would tend to delay the 
projected upturn in economic 
activity, especially in Japan and 
Europe," the report pointed out. 


The share of China’s exploits iviouun 

going to other Asian countries 
rose from 39 per cent in 1985 to yPTNAffo 
57 per cent in 1991, and fiber- I C UU1 lO 
aHsation of the trade and ex- , 
change systems in 1991 and fore- (TO 1 | f 

ign exchange liberalisation in kP^XXll XV. 
1992 helped China's economy. p . p , c , ATr p* t 
B ut the report warned that the hoShold elSmical j 
boost in economic activity in u 

SS*"- S5S5i‘ 

roeconomic instability and could L h; A nm firahiiitv 
jeopardise the refori process." 

The report paid tribute to J^Kt Monday? 
sound financial policies and i-** ti 


Q MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s un- 

■V vL/Ul LO certain political outlook after 

-m Sunday’s vote of confidence in 

SL / [ fY'! irYCC President Boris Yeltsin will hit 
kP^M/XXXX iUdu the rouble farther and the eco- 
PARIS (AFP) — The French P™*. will continue to drift into 
household electrical goods firm inflation. bankers said Monday. 
Moulinex, Europe’s leading pro- r ^ ussiar ’ commercial bankers 
ducer of microwave ovens, lost f° rccast t ^ 6 roub * 6 d, P }° 
115 million francs ($21.14 mil- ^tween l ;°°° (0 

Hon) in 1992 but hopes to achieve ?° Uar *V ** 6 " d °/ Ma V 79 $ 

“hi^ profitability within two or weck - a faH of “ much » 26 
three years." management said in 


Rouble seen hitting new lows 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's un- will be catastrophic by October, 
certain political outlook after The dollar will go beyond 1 .000 
Sunday’s vote of confidence in roubles." 

President Boris Yeltsin will hit “This is a full-scale ends of the 


the rouble farther and the eco- national currency." Mr. Rutskoi. 
nomy will continue to drift into an opponent o'f Mr. Yeltsin's 


reforms, added. 

Mr. Yeltsin said before the 


S » The loss during the first 12 nncrecovery oespiicmc outcome 
«m^ ^r ro m ln da. Bag- months of ^ exceptional 15- of die referendum, ,n which Mr. 
ladesh and Pakistan, which had month fisca i iooo.ot due Yeltsin appeared to be winning a 

•■ato cc^tribu^ to ^ rob^ njandatt Store through pofige 

recession in the market and to the ** reforms. ^ 
recent acquisition of the Krups They said the rouble would 
company/* the statement said: under renewed pressure 

It compared with a profit of 191 [ ro °? pre-referendum budget 

million francs in 1991. handouts by the government, in- 


forecast the rouble would dip to vote that he would issue targets 
between 950 and 1,000 to the for monetary and credit policy to 
dollar by the end of May from 795 combat inflation, 
last week, a fall of as much as 26 “The referendum won't bring 
per cent. any change but higher inflation. 

The bankers expea no econo- We'U see more falls in the rou- 
mic recovery despite the outcome ble," said Dmitry Kochkin. depu- 


tive parliament anxious to index cow Interbank Currency Ex- 
wages and pensions to inflation, change (MICEX), down from 779 
Government economists ex- a week earlier. The MICEX rate, 
pect cash in circulation to jump used as a benchmark by the Rus- 
by 20 per cent in March on sian Central Bank, is still well 
increased budgetary pressure from below the unofficial rate at ex- 
the farming sector, which relies change booths in the Russian 
heavily on credits to fund the capital which offer up to 830 


spring sowing season. 


roubles to the dollar. Rates out- 


“Russian farmers have no side Moscow are even higher, 
money to buy seeds, fertilisers. Bankers, citing expected high 
machinery... suddenly the eco- inflation, question the antral 
nomy will have to pay for all bank's medium-term ability to' 
these goods," said a senior West- support the rouble in the absence ' 
- " of Western aid to boost Russia's 


em economist in Moscow. 


performance of the region.” 

“Economic conditions remain 
buoyant in the fastest-growing 
economies, but concerns about 
capacity constraints and over- 
heating may require policies of 
financial restraint in several coun- 
tries," the report added. 

Thailand is expected to see its 
economy grow by 7.8 per cent 
this year after 7.5 per cent in 
1992, die sharpest growth in the 
region after China, followed by 
Taiwan with 6.9 per cent, up from 
6.4 per cent in 1992. 

The slowest growth in .1993 in 
Asia will be in the Philippines at 
3.1 per cent, but this is a marked 
improvement over the 0.3 per 
cent negative growth of 1992. 

India’s growth rate will rise to 
4.6 per cent this year from 4.0 per 
cent in 1992, while that of Pakis- 
tan will fall to 4.9 per cent from 
5.8 in 1992. 

South Korea’s growth rate is 
forecast to rise to 6.0 per cent 
from 4.7 per cent in 1992. 


of the referendum, in which Mr. ty foreign relations head at the 
Yeltsin appeared to be winning a commercial Industria-Servis 
mandate to force through politic- Bank. 

al reforms. "Our economic situation has 


Russia does not have de- foreign currency reserves, put at 
veloped capital and money mar- $2 billion by government offi- 
keis to soak up the rapidly ex- cials. 


They said the rouble would always been hard to predict but I 
come under renewed pressure can say things will get worse," 
from pre-referendum budget said Andrei Vedeneyev, deputy 
handouts by the government, in- head of foreign exchange at Mos- 


Our economic situation has panding money supply. Interest The Group of Seven leading 


The company was trading in a 2 udin 8 Promised subsidies to in- biznesbank, another one of Rus- 
very unfavourable economic “l d ^ ncidture ' aod ‘I 16 » * W°° commercial banks, 

oniuncture." management said likelihood of early presidential Efforts to slow down monetary 
ointinp to a 0.9 nercent increase and parliamentary polls. growth to curb inflation face 


conjuncture." management said, 
pointing to a 0.9 per cent increase 
in consolidated sales of 8.218 
billion francs at constant ex- 
change rate. 

Fluctuations in exchange rates 
meant that consolidated rales en- 
ded 1.66 per cent down at 8.357 
billion francs. ...... . — 

The operating result for 1992. 
at 235 million francs, was down 
by more than half on the 1991 
figure of 499 million francs. 

The company is currently in 


Vice-President Alexander strong opposition from Russia's 
Rutskoi told Reuters in an inter- free-spending central bank. 


rates are way below monthly in- industrial nations this month 
flarion running at 21 per cent for promised Russia $43 billion in aid 
March. to help Mr. Yeltsin's drive to 

The rouble has already lost 90 transform the economy, but they 
per cent of its value against the are still concerned the money 
dollar since the start of the year committed might be wasted if 
on fears of continued inflation, Russian reform efforts stall, 
which totalled 2,623 per cent in The aid package includes a $2 
1992. billion to S3 billion fund to sup- 

It last traded at 795 to the port the rouble, which is not 


view: “The economic situation which is controlled by a conserva- dollar Thursday on the tiny Mos- convertible on world markets. * 

East European nations seek 
Western market access 


TOKYO (R) — Former Soviet 
Bloc countries voiced fears Sun- 


talks with banks with a view to j day ^at tra( Je protectionism 


increasing its share capital. 

The company, which produces 
the Moulinex, Krups. Shan and 
Girhi brands, operates with 
13,700 employees, including 
8,500 m France. 


industrial states and the Euro- 
pean Community on free-market 
reforms. 

could deny their exports vital Bela Kadar. Hungary's minister 
access to Western markets. of international economic rela- 
But west European officials tions, voiced the same concern at 
said recession made it difficult to the news conference, 
give unlimited entry to goods ,. In , he wnain 

from an east Europe switching undesirable patterns have started 
from oommunun-style command emerge... die recession in the 
economy to free-market demo- West ^ affcaad adversd y the 

.S' _ ... r._ . dynamics of trade relations. 

For a coun try lik e die Czech ^ narI ow piotec- 

I ep . ubl, . c *‘ t S f m ^l y r mp ° r ' rionist trends in some Western 
tent, at this sage of transforma- ■ even if ^ ara not 


FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Situated in a quiet area, a fully furnished deluxe flat, 190 sqm 
ground floor. 

Consists of two bedrooms. L-shape saJons/sitting and dining 
rooms, spacious kitchen with all accessories, veranda could 
be used as a maid's room. TV set, grass pitched garden, 
private garage, separate telephone/water/electricity and 
heating. 

Near to American Embassy. 

“NO INTERMEDIARIES PLEASE” 

For more information please contact telephone numbers 

814850 — 815780 


after the news conference. 

“It will be a real challenge for 
G-7 countries, particularly those 
in a state of recession, to deter- 
mine how far it is politically 
acceptable in certain sectors." he 
said. 

“(But) everybody knows how 
important it is for reforming eco- 
nomies to progress and ultimately 
there is a huge market for us in 
these countries," Mr. Hamilton 
added. 


don and in die torn, to hare reflected at d, e level if gorem- 
ftee access to markets in the West me m policy." he said, 
because we are an extremely 1 


trade -depen dent country and we 
believe in free trade.” Karel 
Dyba, Czech minister of eco- 
nomy told a news conference. 

Mr. Dyba was one of eight 
representatives from central and 
eastern European nations and 


countries even if they are not Andrei Shape valiantz. first de- 
reflected at the level of govern- puty minister in the Russian Fed- 
ment policy," he said. eration's ministry of economy, 

. . told the news conference that 

Western participants agreed Sunday's referendum on Presi- 


im proved access to their markets 
was vital for the success of econo- 
mic reform but cautioned that 
providing it would not be easy. 

“Of coarse they want to have 
maximum access." Neil Hamil- 


dent Boris Yeltsin's position des to inw 
would not affea Russia's planned Gunter Ren 
economic reforms. of economic 

“Regardless of the outcome of conference. 


the referendum... we intend to 
proceed with what we began in 
1992 — continued privatisation, 
the creation on proper 
frameworks, ensuring social safe- 
ty nets," he said. 

He urged that foreign invest- 
ment in his country be aimed not 
only at traditional sectors such as 
logging and oil and gas extrac- 
tion, but In new high-technology 
areas in which Russia hopes it will 
be globally competitive in the 
future. "High tech industries are 
going to be the order of the day," 
he said. 

Western delegates urged the 
reforming nations to tackle obsta- 
cles to investment. Germany's 
Gunter Rexrodt. federal minister 
of economic affairs, told the news 


Russia who attended a two-day ton, Britain’s minister for corpo- 
conference with representatives rate affairs in the Department of 
of tbe West’s Group of Seven (G-7) Trade and Industry told Reuters 


wr 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


4 OSCAR ACADMES 
FRANCIS COPPOL FILM 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel.: 699238 


Al Pacino — Michelle Pfeiffer 
in 

FRANKIE & JOHNNY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10 JO 


Tel.: 675571 

NabO AX Mashtnl Theatr* 


Today the Nabil Mashini Theatre' hosts 

Al Fawanis Troupe acting 

in a play entitled: ' 

Death of Taybeh 

By. Suheir Fahd, Mohammad Al Qabba- 
ni, Amer Al Khafash 



Julia Roberts — in 

SLEEPING WITH 
THE ENEMY 

Shows: 12:30, 30:15. 4:45, 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


Nabil & Hisham's 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 


presents 

Welcome Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
at 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 

On Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 9:00 p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 


FLAT FOR RENT 

^Unfurnished or furnished, newly built, first floor, 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, central heating, small garden, own 
entrance. 

☆Location: Um Summag, Abdallah Ghosheh Street. 

TeL: 636102 (8 aon. — 3 pjn.) 02/210416 (8 a.m. — 10 p.m.) 


-NEW GROUND FLOOR FOR RE 

Ground floor of a villa at Um-Utheina for rent. Wide garden. 
Area of the house 300 sqm. Three bedrooms with a master 
bedroom, wide living room, salon and dining room with 
decoration, modem kitchen, three bathrooms, private central 
heating, private entrance, water well and central antenna. 
Annual rent JD 7500 

Pleaae contact the owner at Tel. 810103 


“WANTED*” 

- Part time gardener to work for a di- 
plomatic mission (2-3 days a week) 

If interested, please call: 

Tel. 673246 or 673247. 


SITUATION VACANT 

A leading International Relief and Development Organisation 

invites applicants from Jordanian citizens for the following 
positions: 

Executive Assistant 
Accounts Clerk 
Administration Assistant 
Small Projects Manager 
Receptionist 

Those interested should apply in writting to 

P.O. Box. 2284, Amman, 

indicating the position sought and enclosing C.V., a personal 
photograph and a contact telephone number. 

Applicants should be proficient 'm written and spoken Arabic and 
English. 

Applications dose Thursday, 6 May 1993. 



i 








































































































iili ia * 






Sports 


Davis Cup 


Singapore, 
S. Arabia 
promoted 
to Group 2 


DOHA (Agencies) — Singapore 
and Saadi Arabia won the qual- 
ifying places from the Davis Cup 
Aria-Oceania zone Group three 
tournament which finished Sun- 
day. 

Singapore beat the United 
Arab Emirates 2-1 and Saudi 
Arabia beat Syria by the same 
score in their final matches. 

Lebanon was third in the group 
which also involved Bahrain, 
Bangladesh and Qatar. 

Saudi Arabia got off to a flying 
start against second from bottom 
Syria, as-Badear A1 Megayel beat 
Shafeek Diab 6-3, 6-3. 


But Syria made a fight of it 
when Kahtan Malki came from 
behind to defeat Othman A1 Ene- 
zi in three sets. 


Megayel and Enezi then found 
themselves down in the doubles 
to Ahmad Diab and Shafeek 
Diab before clinching victory 4-6, 
7-5, 6-2. 


Singapore also had to stage a 
recovery operation against the 
United Arab Emirates, who were 
third in the eight-nation table at 
the start of the day and bad an 
outside chance of qualifying 
themselves. 


Manual Gayon them a perfect 
start beating Singapore's Mark 
Choy 6-1, 7-6 (7-5). 

Chee Yen Chen then levelled 
the tie comfortably defeating 
Salem Dasmal 6-1, 6-1. 


Chen and Wei Pin Choo then 
clinched a three set doubles to 
book their place in Group 2 next 
year. 

Qatar finished at the bottom 
after going down 0-3 to Bahrain. 


First round of NBA playoffs 
gets underway Thursday 


By Chris Sheridan 

The Associated Press 


SUNDAY WAS SUPPOSED to be a day that 
mattered, a season-ending day featuring nationally 
televised games with playoff implications — Chica- 
go Vs. New York for the best record in the east, 
Detroit Vs. New Jersey for the final spot in the 
east. , . 

It turned into the exact opposite — a day of nine 
almost meaningless games, none with any influ- 
ence on the opening round of the playoffs. 

The playoff picture, or at least what was left of 
it. came into full focus Saturday night. Indiana 
beat Miami to clinch to final Eastern berth, and 
Charlotte, New Jersey and Atlanta all learned 
their playoff seedings before midnight. 

All the Western Conference seedings were 
determined by Friday night. 

The first round of the playoff gets underway 
Thursday night, and the action doesn't let up at 
least until mid-June. Here’s a look ahead at the 
opening-round series, and how the teams did 
against each other in the regular season. 


dominate backup Rumeal Robinson. 

“Just two weeks ago we were hoping to get into 
the playoffs. Now we’re hoping to make some 
noise." Hornets coach Allan Bristow said. 

Charlotte could do just that if it can carry die 
momentum from a five-game, season-ending win- 
ning streak into the playoffs. Boston won the 
season series three games to one, but the first three 
games were played in the season’s first .60 days. 


Western Conference 


This series shapes up as possibly the biggest 
mismatch of the playoffs. The Suns finished 43 
games over. 500, the Lakers were four games 
below. Phoenix has been waiting all year for a 
chance to prove its regular-season dominance was 
no fluke, the Lakers had to fight all season to 
qualify for the eighth playoff berth for a second 
straight year. 

Phoenix swept the season series 5-0, winning by 
10. 16, 28. 15 and 1. * 7 


Eastern Conference 


The Knicks have the best conference record and 
it looks like they'll make it to the second round 
fairly easily. 

New York won the season series with Indiana 
three games to one, getting double-figure scoring 
from five players in each game. Patrick Ewing has 
a distinct advantage over Indiana centre Rik Smits 
and the Pacers just don't have the bulk to match up 
with New York's front line. 


The Trail Blazers have dropped six wins from 
last year, when they went to the NBA' finals and 
lost to Chicago, and Clyde Drexler has been 
slowed all year by hamstring problems. The Spurs, 
meanwhile, made one of the NBA's best turnar- 
ounds following the early-season firing of Jerry 
Tarkanian. 

This season series was also a split, each team 
winning two games. This playoff series could turn 
out to be one of the best. 


The big matchup in this series is between 
Michael Jordan and Dominique Wilkins, the top 
two scorers in the league. Wilkins outscored 
Jordan 34.8 to 32.8 in the teams’ four matchups, 
but each team won two games. The key in the 
playoffs will be depth, and Chicago has the 
advantage in that area. 

“You have to contain ‘Niqne, not let him get his 
30, and keep Kevin Willis off the boards," Bulls 
forward Horace Grant said. “They're not a- one- 
man show anymore.” 

In a matchup of two teams that ended the season 
going in opposition directions, Cleveland seems to 
have the advantage. The Cavaliers won 11 of their 
last 12, while the Nets lost 10 of their final 11 and 
have lost Kenny Anderson, Drazen Petrovic and 
Chris Dudley to injuries. 

The season series was a 2-2 split, with no game 
decided by more than six points. A big factor in 
this series will be the injury to Anderson, which 
could allow Cavaliers point guard mark price to 


The Rockets swept the season series four games 
to none, yith Hakeem Olajuwon posting a double- 
double in each game to average 21.3 points and 
12.3 rebounds. 

Not including its Sunday night game with San 
Antonio, Houston won 11 of its last 12 and 28 of its 
last' 33 and has played extremely well since the 
season's midpoint. The Clippers (41-41) finished at 
.500 to qualify for the second straight year, but 
they will have plenty of trouble against a bigger, 
more talented opponent. 


Once again it's a matchup of two teams heading 
in opposite directions. The Supersonics finished at 
55-27, an eight-win improvement over 1991-92. 
The Jazz went in the exact opposite direction, 
dropping eight wins from its 55-27 record of last 
season. 

The season series was tied 2-2, with no game 
decided by more than 11 points. Seattle mil try to 
benefit from the midseason acquisition of playoff 
veteran Sam Perkins while Utah will look to 
overcome its longstanding postseason problems 
in nine playoff series). 


(three wins 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Brian Clough steps down at Nottingham Forest 


NOTTINGHAM (AP) — Brian Clough, who won two European 
Cup titles and jurat erous accolades in 18. years as manager of 
Nottingham Forest, % retiring aErhe^end of the season.- Forest* 
chairman Fred Reacher announced Monday that Clough would 
Stay at the helm for the team's twaremaining games. Pressure on-. 
Clough to step down has mounted in recent weeks. Forest, 
next-to-last in the 22-team Premier League, is trying to stave off 
England's top soccer division for the first time since 1977. 


tournament indude Andrei Cherkasov of Russia, Karel Novacek 
of the Czech Republic, Thomas Muster of Austria, and day 
specialist Guillermo Perez-Roldan of Argentina. Germany’s 
^year-old Marc Goellner, who upset Perez-Roldan , world No. 2 
j^Stefim Ed beg and Lendl on his way^^uaprise^wiib at the Nice 
Open a week ago, r is also to play in Munich.' 1 " 


Bulgaria suffers first boxing fatality 


Hunting Hawk takes Prix Greffulhe 


PARIS (R) — Hunting Hawk, owned byn Sheikh Mohammed 
and trained by the all-conquering Andre Fabre, ran out a fine 
winner of the Prix Greffulhe at Longcftamp Sunday. Ridden by 
French champion Thierry Jarnet, Hunting Hawk beat Bigstone by 
a length and a half with stablemate Talloires a similar distance 
back in third. An unlucky loser of the Prix de Courcelles at the 
same track three weeks ago. Hunting Hawk made no mistake this 
time, getting into his stride quicker despite the extremely soft 
ground. 


SOFIA (R) — An 18-year-old amateur lightweight died at the 
National Junior Championships in Bulgaria's first boxing fatality, 
sports officials said Monday. The championships were postponed 
for two weeks after Alexander Kostadinov, who was wearing a 
protective headguard, collapsed Sunday and died in hospital. The 
death came only weeks before the Amateur World Cham- 
pionships start in Tampere, Finland, May 7. Doctors said the 
boxer died from two brain haemorrhages but were waiting for the 
results of an autopsy. 


Schuster heading home 


Korda, Lendl, Stich top three in Munich Open 


MUNICH (AP) — Peter Korda, Ivan Lendl and Michael Stich 
are the top three seeds respectively for the 3300,000 BMW Open 
tennis tournament that starts in Munich Monday. Andrei Med- 
vedev of the Ukraine plays Cedric Pioline. Other notables in the 


BONN (AFP) — Germany's Bemd Schuster is set to rejoin his 
home town dub Bayer Leverkusen after twelve years playing in 
Spain for Barcelona, Real Madrid, and Atletico Madrid. Schus- 
ter, 33, who won 21 caps for Germany before retiring from 
international football in 1986, has just broken his contract with 
Atletico Madrid. The midfield star hopes to complete the move 
Tuesday. 


I hearpthe 

| COYOTES HOWLING 
! AGAIN LAST 
| NIGHT, CHARLIE 
GROWN.. 


I U10NPER (F IT’S AN 
OMEN THAT WE’RE GOINS 
TO LOSE THE FIRST 6AME 
OF THE SEASON... 

Tr 



that’s mcviQus 1 . 
WE'RE GOING TO WIN! 1 
I PONT BELIEVE 
IN OMENS.. 


BUT THEY 
50UNPEP 
50 EERIE.. 



MAYBE IT WAS 
AN OMEN THAT 
WE’RE GOING TO 
LOSE THE 5E00NP 
GAME OF THE 
SEASON.. 


Andy Capp 



Mutt c n’Jeff 


WHAT'S the 
MATTER ,JEPF?j 



I GO TO MY WIFE. 1 SHE FEELS 
SORRY FOR ME SO SHE PUTS 
HER ARMS AROUND ME AND 
CARESSES ME AND MV 
TOOTHACHE 
GOES AWAY/ . 





MRS. MUTT. X 
HAVE AN 
awful 
TOOTHACHE!] 





JORDAN SIXTH IN ASIAN BASKETBALL; Jordan’s U-22 
national basketball team settled for 6th place in the Asian Youth 
basketball Championship in Hong Kong, after its 51-49 kiss to 
Ind onesia- Jordan had beat Malaysia 60-45 in the first round but 
later lost the chance to qualify for the semifinal round when they 
supriringfy lost 75-65 to Japan. Jordan later heat Hong Kong 
68-48. Taipei won the title after overcoming South Korea 80-77, 
while Japan finished third after scoring an 88-79 win over die 
Philippines. 


Van Basten fails 
to ease Milan crisis 


PARIS (AFP) — Italian cham- 
pions AC Milan took another 
step toward turning a drama into 
a crisis by failing to win for the 
sixth straight league game Sun- 
day. 

Their goalless draw at lowly 
Udinese let neighbours Intema- 
zionale, who beat Ancona 3-0. 
get within four points and set up 
an exciting climax to the Serie A 
with five matches to play. 

AC Milan were without Ruud 
Gufllit and Frank Rijkaard but 
welcomed back third Dutchman 
Marco van Basten in the second 
half for his first appearance since 
last Dec. 13. 

Van Basten, who has been 
recovering from an ankle opera- 
tion, showed a few deft touches. 
But Fabio Capello’s team still 
suffered from start to finish of the 
game In front of 40.000 fans — 
nearly all of whom were urging a 
new upset for the European 
Championship Cup finalists. 

Milan had a record 58-game 
unbeaten run ended by Parma on 
March 21 and have not won since. 
Their lead has been cut from 11 
tints a month ago and Inter 
iave never had such high hopes 
of overtaking their once- 
in vincible neighbours in the San 
Siro Stadium. 

Inter, who are in turn unbeaten 


£ 


in 13 games, had Uruguayan 
striker Ruben Sosa, who scored 
twice, to thank for their win over 
relegated Ancona. 

UEFA Cup finalists Juventus 
strengthened their revival with a 
3-0 win over Fiorentina and 
Roberto Baggio was again on 
target, this time from a last mi- 
nute penalty. 

In recent weeks, Baggio has 
scored three goals in the UEFA 
Cup semi-final games against 
Paris St. Germain, one of Italy's 
goals in the 2-0 win over Estonia 
and another in Juventus’s 3-1 win 
over AC Milan last weekend. 

Dip Winners Cup finalists Par- 
ma are third with Juventus on 
points after beating AS Roma 
3-1. Marco Qsio scored twice in 
that game. 

Lazio are also joint third on 34 
points — five behind Inter — 
after Giuseppe Signori also got a 
last gasp penalty that took the 
Serie A's leading scorer’s tally to 

in Belgium, where Anderlecht 
long ago secured the title, Seraing . 
won the second division title to 
earn promotion. 

The French and Spanish cham- 
pionships were given a weekend 
off as their national rides pre- 
pared for World Cup qualifiers 
Wednesday. 


. 3 , 



Lazio’s Karl-Heinz Riedle (left) is tackled by Brazilian Carlos Dunca 
(centre) playing for Pescara during the Italian First Division match. In 
the background, Lazio's Massrroiliano Allegri. Lazio won 2-1 (AFP 
photo). 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
• TANNAH HIRSCH 


WHERE ARE THE TRICKS? 

Neither, vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

♦ K 74 
7 J 7 3 
0 AKQJ9 

♦ K 6 


lowed with the deace. Declarer 
dropped the queen! 

"Of course, I realised from the 


WEST 

♦ 6 

9 AK 9 8 6 
O 10 6 2 
*8732 


EAST 

* A Q2 

T 10 6 2 

0 8 5 4 3 

* J95 
SOUTH 

* J 10 9 8 5 3 

0 7 

* A Q 10 4 
The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 
1 NT Pass 4 4 


Opening lead: King of "T. 

"Ah, Hastings, m on amL it Is a 
sad day when they try to fool me and 
get away with murder by conceal- 
ment!" This was not a case involving 
mayhem that had occasioned such 
an outburst from the great Belgian 
detective. Hercule Poirot, but rather 
an incident at the bridge club. 

Their opponents had arrived at 
four spades on a direct auction after 
North had opened the bidding with 
one no trump, and Poirot had at- 
tacked with the king of hearts, to 
which Hastings had correctly fbl- 


outset that you would have contrib- 
uted the two of hearts even had you 
held four cards in the suit— you 
know that 1 cannot abide count sig- 
nals at trick one and insist that we 

show attitude: whether we want, a 
continuation or not Therefore, f re- 
alized that declarer's card could 
have been honest 

“As usual at such times, I put 
those little gray cells to work. Let’s 
suppose that you held the ace-queen 
of clubs. Even if we could collect two 
dub tricks, that would not be 
enough to defeat the contract De- 
darer would then have been marked 
with the ace of spades and, at best 
we would have to hope for an unex- 
pected trump trick— unless, of 
course, we had a second heart trick 
coming and declarer was trying to 
take me in. 

“Once that was clear, it waa a 
simple matter to continue with the 
ace of hearts at trick two. Notice 
that had I shifted to a minor suit 
declarer would have wrapped up 10 
tricks with ease. As it was, down one 
was all be deserved fox trying to, 
how you say, stretch the wool over 
my eyes," 


- -* — - n — . . 


forecast 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, * 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
Moon square Mercury and thc 
oppositions to Neptune and Ura 
nuTwon't provide you 
chances to get into the modem 
swim of things so bold on to ‘those 
conservative routines. Be stream* 
lined. 

ARIES: March 21 to April 19) You 
now find you want to be off to new 
scenes and new personalities, but « 
is a day when satisfactory results 
would not follow in the long ran. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Yoor hunches are most inaccurate 
today and you would also be wise 
in doublecheck your judgment and 
make sure you understand condi- 
tions perfectly. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
find the outside world a pretty 
difficult and unsatisfactory place to 
be today so don't contact anyone 
who is apt to be in a bad humor. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You find whatever activi- 
ties you had planned to engage in 
today can have elements you had 
not anticipated so be prepared to 
change your thinking. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) This is 
not the day to commit yourself to 
any entertainment of amusements 
that are expensive or that have an 
element of risk associated with 
them. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22} A day that you make every 


effort to have perfect control at 


your own dwelling place as aH 
kinds of lesis for you to manifest 
patience arises. 

LIBRA: (September 23 10 October 
22) It is a day when special ewe 
needs to be used to guard agan$ 
accidents or tnwHcs on ihe high* 
way or at anytime you sre $ 
motion in anyway. r 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Noveotv 
ber 21) A day when you are apt itr 
feel you have a lack of the good! 
thin® of life that mean much w 
you but don't allow yourself to get., 
depressed. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to. 
December 21) You are apt lo stew 
and fuss over conditions about 
which you can do little or nothing; 
about and this interferes with youc.’ 
present productivity. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Avoid working on a 
course of action to make you more 
prosperous in the future and get at 
whatever restrictions that need to 
be eliminated by your efforts. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Friends and acquaintances 
could be a real disappointment to 
you today and tonight if you expect, 
much of them so go more on your 
own steam, ideas. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Try to steer dear of matters of 
a public or worldly nature and 
persons who are influential for 
they are not likely to be helpful 
to you this day. 


'i v.. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 
^ 


By Harris 


I 






‘l thought l was supposed to serve it 
frozen. Ifs iceberg lettuce.” 


AT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by HendAmoiti . .. . ;v 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to sad: square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


That doesJtJ! 


GNAAP 


— 



YWDDO 



□ 

□J 



CEDBEK 


tt: 




WURFOR 


m 

rn 



WHAT A FEW 
: CATTY REMARKS 
TUKNEP THE LACHES' 
LOUNGE INTO. 


Now anenge the dreted letters to -• 
form the surprise answer, as sup- - 
gested by the above cartoon. 


[inuam' 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: STEED IRATE GUNNER MARROW 

may be wearing tomorrow — 


Answer What 
WIN 


Rnanci; 

fcrwet 




..•UH f-w 

M: 


mjtrw. 

l:*i 


jaar \i 


:.-*rw t 




laxamm 


kites fj 






"in Vi 


THE Daily Crossword *.»»», «»** 


ACROSS 
1 Vendition 

5 Factions 
10 Qiva an alert 
14— eye 

15 Cut beck 

16 Thanks — l 

17 Breakfast 

20 Explosive stuff 

21 Good friend 

22 A Titan 

23 Long walk 

24 A.B-A. mem. 

25 Provides food 

28 Writer Wlesel 

29 Collection of 
anecdotes 

32 Genesis name 

33 Industrialst 
Cyrus 

34 Resinous 
substance 

35 Lunch 

39 Vessel 

40 Look suflen 

41 "God's 
LJMfl — " 

45 Matched 
collection 

43 Dyestuff 

44 Made pulpy 

46 Ong/s cousin 

47 Abruptly 

40 Stroke of kick 

50 Steer dear of 

51 Books expert 
abbr. . 

54 Dinner 

57 Holy Roman 
emperor 

58 Tosspot 

59 "Bus Stop" 
ptoywngftt 

60 Skep occupants 

61 Goofed 

62 HU 






a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 





DOWN 

1 Party 

2 Bristol's county 

3 Ride 

4 Ptxle 

5 Delivers an 
address 

6Teed-oft 
7 Desert feature 


8 Terminus 

9 AtranqiJteJng 

10 fn a feeble way 

11 Inter — 

12 Pergl 

13 Extreme degree 
16 Arab bigwig 

19 Go to 

23 Ffeer plant 

24 Communion 
table 

25 — ■ belli 

26 Worship 

27 Gftte 

28 Frame fora 
canvas 

29 Juvenae heroine 

30 Mother-of-pearl 

31 Hurt 

33 Dickens' — 
Drood 
38 Baked — 

37 Baloney 

38 Hospital area 

44 Showed 
(Sepknsure 

45 Skeletal part 


Yesterday's Puafo Solved: 


ggnn iiMi iun 

nnllm ^nilFin [DOOR 
•jnnn nrnnno nnnn 
nnnnnnnma tinnnn 
nn nnnnn nna 
njHnnnn nntTnnnn 

ujUIJQ mnD nnmn 

Qgn[| onnnnn nnn 
rannnnnn nnnnhn 
finn nnann 
ronnnannjnn 

nninnri tin 


46 Jalopies 

47 Elected 

46 Honor withe 
party 

49 Deceased 

50 Urge 

51 Dunce cap 


52 Pina 

53 On the 
. water 

54 Crowd 
55®m*infl 
„ kiaea 

56 Actor 

Conway 


M-s 
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(Continued from pa p j) 


ap^ovai for the return of about 

10 A 7 ex P eUed since the 

i^^Middle East war as pan of 
a package of concessions’* to the 
Palestinians. 

re ^ usc ^ disclose details 
o* t«© expected concessions, but 
said that “some of those win have 
to be negotiated on while others 
'Tare already approved and should 
be executed immediately at the 
start of the talks.” 

On the 30 exiles, he said they 
would be the first bate* in a 
phased release of all Palestinians 
expelled from the occupied tern- 
tones between 1967 and 1993. 

Saeb Erakat. deputy chief of 
the Palestinian delegation, said 
the number of those expellees 
was 2,119, including the 396 
Palestinian expellees m South 
Lebanon. 

“This is tinder an agreement 
reached with Israel through the 
Arocric&B side to reschedule the 
* return of ail Palestinian deportees 
since June 1967 and until the 
present day,” Dr. Erakat told the 
Associated Press. 

“All those Palestinians should 
be in their homes in the occupied 


territories within eight months,” 
he added. 

Mr. HusseinS will take part for 
the first time in the negotiations 
since the peace tails were laun- 
ched in October 1991. 

Israel had barred him from the 
negotiating table amid fears that 
the status of “annexed” Arab 
East Jerusalem, where he lives, 
will be open for negotiations. 

“I will attend certain sessions 
as part of die negotiating team 
led by Haidar Abdul Shari and 
will also attend multilateral ses- 
sions,” he said. 

Hardline Palestinian groups 
have condemned the Palestinian 
decision to return to peace talks 
with Israel and called for a gener- 
al strike in the West Bazik and 
Gaza Tuesday. 

An alliance of 10 groups said in 
a statement on Monday die peace 
talks were a threat to the Palesti- 
nian cause and to the uprising in 
the Israeli-occupied territories 
and vowed to continue attempts 
to stop them. 

“The Palestinian decision to 
join the next round of talks con- 
stitutes a threat to out national 
rights, the uprising and the unity 
of our people,” the statement 


said. 

It said leaders of the 10 groups 
had met and agreed to call a 
general strike in the West Bank 
and Gaza Tuesday. 

They said they held the Palesti- 
nian negotiators and the PLO 
leadership responsible for “any 
negative consequences resulting 
from their participation in the 
peace talks.” 

“Those people constitute only 
a minority of the Palestinians. 
They do not represent us and any 
derision they make is not bind- 
mg/* the statement said. 

They also called on the families 
of the Palestinian expellees in 
South Lebanon to bold rallies 
outride the homes of Palestinian 
negotiators to protest at their 
participation in the talks. 

Among the 10 were two of the 


main components of the PLO. 
the Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine and the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, as well as the fun- 
damentalist Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad organisations and pro- 
Syrian groups based in Damas- 
cus. 

But Mr. Arafat warned in a 
message broadcast to rallies in 
Gaza Saturday and Sunday: 
“Those who are not on the poli- 
tical map today will not be on the 
geographical map tomorrow. 

“We are going to the talks and 
keeping the beat on our enemies 
at the same time,” the PLO 
leader said. 

“When the day comes we will 
hoist the Palestinian flag on the 
mosques and churches of Jeru- 
salem,” Mr. Arafat said. 


Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 


that the United States would be a 
“full partner” in the talks, but 
declined to explain exactly what 
that meant. 

Several factors have pushed 
Washington to become more ac- 
tive: first. Mr. Clinton, finishing a 
difficult first 100 days in office, 
would undoubtedly like a foreign 
policy success, especially given 
the U.N.’s failure to stop the grim 
tragedy ripping apart Bosnia. 

Washington also fears that in- 
creased violence in Israel and the 
occupied territories makes it 
more difficult to negotiate a solu- 
tion to the fighting. 


QIC takes tough step on Bosnia 


(Continued from page 1) 

aggression on the people of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and deman- 
ded that the world community lift 
the arms embargo on Bosnia. 

“The ongoing genocide laun- 
ched by the Serbian forces in 
violation of all international rules 
and the continuous ethnic cleans- 
ing practices committed against 
the Muslim people reflea the 
world community's double stan- 
dard dealings with world issues,” 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber said. 

The minister described as bar- 
baric and inhuman the Serbian 
attacks on the “innocent civilians, 
including women, children and 
old people in violation of all 


international norms.” 

“The tragedy in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina represents an open 
challenge to the world commun- 
ity, which should end the conflict 
and halt the Serbian onslaught 
lest it would engulf the hole 
Balkan states,” Dr. Abu Jaber 
said. 

Turning to the Middle East 
region, Dr. Abu Jaber voiced 
Jordan's call for serious interna- 
tional efforts to ban testing and 
stockpiling nuclear and other 
mass destruction weapons. “We 
demand that the Middle East 
region remain free of all nuclear, 
chemical and biological 
weapons,” he said. 

In this respect Israel should be 
forced to sign the nuclear Non- 


Proliferation Treaty and must be 
matfe to accept inspection of its 
installations by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
he said. Otherwise the Jewish 
state would continue to form a 
source of real threat to world 
security, he said. 

Expressing hope that the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks which resume 
Tuesday would achieve concrete 
results, the minister said that 
Jordan had been striving to attain 
a lasting and peaceful settlement 
to the conflict and the Palestine 
problem. 

Reiterating the Kingdom's tot- 
al commitment to U.N. Security 
Council resolution 242 and 338. 
Dr. Abu Jaber said that the talks 
should result in the exchange of 
land for peace, the repatriation of 
the expellees and the recognition 
of the Palestinian people's rights. 


The National Music Conservatory / 
Noor AI Hussein Foundation 


and 


The American Center 
present 

SKYLIGHT OPERA THEATRE 


In 


BROADWAY CABARET 



REVUE OF SONGS, DANCES AND SKITS 
featuring tha best of 
AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE 
(Kiss Me Kate, Simple Simon, Oklahoma, The Music Man, 
Pprgy and Bessj Cabaret and otheis). 
Mondayjand.Tuesdayj^knd‘4 May 199 3 - 8:00 pjn. 

* The Royal Cultural Centre 
. Wednesday 5,^Iay 1993 - 4c00 pan.. .. ....... 

Yarmouk University - Iibid 
Tickets for Amain parioonancss w31 be sold for JO 7 sadi a: 

- The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel. 6690% 

- Babtche. Tel. 661322 

- Romero Restaurant, Tel. 644227 

- Philadelphia Hotel, Tel 6631 00 

- The American Center, Tel. 820101 

- The National Music Conservatory, Tel. 6876% 



AMMAN ACADEMY 




Amman Academy announces that new sections for the various 
classes have been opened. We welcome new applicants for the 
scholastic year 1993/1994 in the following schools: 


Kindergarten : 
Elementary School: 
Girls School : 

Boys School : 


Boys and Girls 

(Grades 1-6) Boys and Girls 

(Grades 7-9) 

(Grades 7-9) 


The remaining grades up to the 12th grade will be opened 
progressively, one grade every year, for boys and girls. The 
building and all facilities are already completed and fully 
equipped and furnished. 

First-class premises and facilities for extra-curricular activities 
include a multi-purpose hall, football field, basketball grounds, 
and a tennis court 

English starts in KG1, French in Grade 3 

Computer,; gided learning and computer based— training 
programmes are prominent features in our establishment 
Multi-media approach to instruction is one of our strategies. 

The Academy prepares its students for both the Jordanian 
Secondary State Certificate (Tawjihi) and the GCE Ordinary and 
Advanced levels. 
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KHALDA- AMMAN 


Our teaching staff are highly qualified and experienced. 

Average number of students per class does not exceed 25. 

Special discount for siblings and excellence ranging from 10 to 
50 per cent of prescribed fees. 

Transport is provided at cost on our private buses. 


Executive, Advisory, and Key Teaching Posts 


Munzer Fahoum 
Dr. Audeh Al-Halteh 
Dr. Mohammad Saleem 
Yousef Al-Nahhas 

Serene Shamerza Khorma - English 
Rima Sba'i Khalifeh - French 
Vera Hijazi - Art 
Ghassan Hijjawi - Music 
Julie Carter - Music, Drama 


Dr. Omar Al-Shaikh 

Diana Afranji ^ 

Khalil Akhal 

Alia Snobar \ 

Juliette Barakat - Maths 

Leila Kokash - Maths 

Ali Nawwas - Sports 

Jane Amanda Sartawi - Health Care 


For applications' and enquiries please call on us at our liaison 
office at Abu Zeid Center, Urn Uthaina, 1st floor, office no. 12. 
Or call telephone no. 688335. Or write to P.O.Box 830476, 
Postal Code 111-83, Amman - Jordan. Fax 688335. 

Daily from 9 am to 6 pm during working days and from 3 pm to 
6 pm on Fridays. Please ask for a copy of our brochure 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWrtfS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESER VATIONS. 



r 

v 

i CROWN INTLEST. 5 

ss *s 

1 Packing, shipping 1 
§ Forwarding, storage § 

| worldwide Removals g 

Air, Sea and Land 


AMIN KAWARASONS 



J£ T * J? 

’ 120 . 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from an great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

Prepared by war 
CHutsc che& 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Wamjserfte 

jabai Al Hussan 

Ministiy of Trade 

& Indus trial Rc L 
Tel B677SS_ 




TIME FASHIONS] 

MEN’S WEAR 



AMRA HOTEL 
SHOPPING AREA 
Tel.: 813219 


gniioiuHi 

erofessi^ril Quafit* 

1 Hw*r Service- ' ■ 

Devefopydur 'collar. Elm. al 
eta- ri^S^\gefc-: . v 

F.rijB eifai-fle- 




SJub&ram- 
-Bapk- 'Fb&ne:' 
Swefieh te»“ «2SWl 


4 RENT Sr SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



699-420 


DAA£ 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room*! 
•'Satellite T.V. Reception" 


IIAlfOTEL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 ■ Fax HJ2434 . 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO- 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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/ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque tor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open ditty 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 



The first* best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TMnnraylinalbMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



Hisham International Tours 

‘'THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN'’ 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

☆ Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 

* Antalya $ 800 H/B 

* Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 

☆ Cyprus $770 B/B 

* All in 5 star INTL HTLS 




Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 

Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 

Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers! 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 
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China Town 

At The Forte Grand Amman 
An exquisite new menu at special prices 
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World News 


Bosnian Serbs reject peace 
plan, stiff er sanctions loom 


BIJELJTNA, Bosnia-Herzegovi- 

na (AP) — The Bosnian Serb 


na (AP) — TBe Bosnian Serb 
assembly voted unanimously 
Monday to rebuff an appeal by 
their Yugoslav patrons to accept 
a U.N. -sponsored peace plan, 
setting the stage for stiffer anti- 
Serb sanctions. 

Apparently unfazed by the 
threat of sanctions, the self- 
appointed parliament voted 77-0 
against a peace plan that was 
signed by rival Muslims and 
Croats. 

The new international sanc- 
tions, set to take effect Tuesday 
morning, include freezing Yugos- 
lav public and private funds in 
overseas banks; prohibiting 
Yugoslav ships from U.N. mem- 
bers' territory; detaining ships, 
trains and aircraft already 
abroad; and blockading Yugoslav 
goods on the vital Danube River. 

In Moscow, Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev of Russia, a tra- 
ditional Serbian ally, said his na- 
tion now supported the anti- 
Yugoslav measures. 

Looming alongside the sanc- 
tions remains possible Western 
military action. 

Under the peace plan, prop- 
osed by EC mediator David 
Owen and U.N. negotiator Cyrus 
Vance, Bosnian Serbs would 
have to give up more than one 
fifth of the 70 per cent of Bosnia 
Herzegovina that they now hold. 

They would also have to accept 
living in a multi-ethnic Bosnia in 
which each of the warring fac- 
tions — the Serbs, Croats and 
Muslims — would be given con- 
trol of three provinces and share 
the administration of Bosnia’s 
capital, Sarajevo. 


Clinton 


sometimes 
‘spreads 
hims elf 
too thin’ 


BOSTON (AP) — President Bill 
Clinton, nearing the 100-day 
mark m his presidency, said he 
has sometimes spread himself too 
thin and needs to focus on a few 
big issues at a time. :>■ 

In an interview with the Boston 
Globe aboard Air Force One, the 
president acknowledged that be 
had had his problems in the 
White House, partly because he 
was accustomed to doing things 
differently when he was governor 
of Arkansas. 

“I do think that I may have 
overextended myself, and we’ve 
got to focus on big things,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

Tm used to a legislative en- 
vironment where, as governor, I 
worked up all these initiatives. I 
pm them into the pot and then we 
worked them through the legisla- 
ture,” he said. 


In the three months of his 
presidency, however, Mr. Clin- 
ton said he has learned that “my 
job as president is to keep the 
focus of the American people on 
the bigger issues that are at stake 
and to make sure they're keeping 
the focus of the Congress on that 
so that we don't get into the kind 
of political game-playing we had 
in the last week.” 


The interview followed a tough 
week for Mr. CUnton. Senate 
Republicans killed his jobs- 
stimulus package with a filibuster 
and the standoff with Branch 
Davidians in Texas ended in 
death and destruction. 


Mr. Ginton flew to Boston to 
address a newspaper industry 
convention on a day when hun- 
dreds of thousands were mar- 
ching for gay and lesbian rights 
and an end to the ban on gays in 
the military, an issue that Mr. 
Clinton has supported at a high 
political cost. 

The Globe interview also 
touched on the war in Bosnia, 
which Mr. Ginton called “not 
only heartbreaking, it's infuriat- 
ing.” 

Some in Congress have called 
for U.S. bombing of Serbian artil- 
lery positions to slow the ‘'ethnic 
cleansing” campaign in Bosnia, 
but Mr. Clinton expressed strong 
reservations. He has already 
ruled out the use of U.S. ground 
forces. 

‘Tm convinced that the United 
States cannot just simply decide 
to "bomb a few targets in Bosnia 
and reverse the situation on the 
ground politically,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 

Mr. Ginton has repeatedly 
stressed his hope that economic 
sanctions will force the Serbs to 
agree to a peace plan, but be told 
the Globe “we’re reviewing our 
options.” 

Asked if he was concerned 
about his place in history if he did 
not stop the bloodshed in Bosnia, 


Mr. Ginton wondered alond why 
the trillion of as many as 130,000 


the killing of as many as 130,000 
in that war bad received so much 
more attention that the deaths of 
more than a million Cambodians 
during die 1970s. 


The assembly announced it 
would ask Bosnian Serbs in a 
May 15-16 referendum to vote for 
a “final word” on the plan. 

"We... will continue tbe fight 
until the end,” the assembly said 
in a proclamation to end the 
all-night emeregency session. 

The assembly’s vote came a 
day after the European Commun- 
ity (EC) 12 foreign ministers 
backed off a proposal to use 
military force to end the carnage 
in Bosnia. 


The ministers, meeting in De- 
nmark, had considered possible 
air strikes in the former Yugosla- 
via, but after the meeting, several 
con tries expressed doubt that the 
EC states would ever endorse 
allied military intervention. 

Washington and the NATO 
allies planned to consult this 
week about the option of air 
strikes on Bosnian Serb positions 
in another attempt to bring a halt 
to a war that had left 134,000 
people dead or missing in Bosnia 
the past year. 


“What happens in the former 
Yugoslavia is terrible,” said Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel. “But what can happen in 
the future may be even more 
terrible." 

With the vote, the Bosnian 
Serb parliament set the stage for 
crushing U.N. sanctions begin- 
ning Tuesday, much stiffer than 
economic measures imposed m 
May to penalise the leftover for- 
mer Yugoslav Republics of Ser- 
bia and Montenegro for foment- 
ing war. 

Lord Owen, a former British 
foreign secretary, called the rebel 


Serb rebuff "tragic" and spoke of 
“very certrain... confrontation," 
between Bosnian Serbs and 
Europe. 

In Mosocw, Mr. Kozyrev 
warned the United States “not to 
do anyting totally unilateral. Tot- 
al Balkan war should be avoided 
by all costs,” he said. 

However, he said Russia, 
which had abstained in the Secur- 
ity Council sanctions vote, now 
supported the anti-Yugoslav me- 
asures. 

' On Saturday, Britain told 
Canada it would use air power to 
protect its Canadian troops pro- 
viding U.N. humanitarian aid in 
Srebrenica. 

Srebrenica, a town in eastern 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, is sur- 
rounded by Serb forces and had 
been tbe scene of fierce fighting 
until a ceasefire a week ago. 

Bosnian Serbs remained de- 
fiant. 

“In case of a military interven- 
tion, all U.N. forces... wQl be 
regarded as aggressors," said 
Momcilo Krajisnik, the parlia- 
ment speaker. 

The assembly, meeting in this 
northeastern Bosnian town, fol- 
lowed the lead of Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic, who 
had rejected the plan Sunday in a 
meeting with Lord Owen. 

Serb leaders in Yugoslavia, 
hoping to avoid further sanctions 
on an already battered economy, 
sent a dramatic letter to the 
assembly early Monday, urging it 
to approve the plan. 

One of the signatories was 
President Slobodan Milosevic of 
Serbia, the dominant republic in 
what is left of Yugoslavia, whose 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. authorities identify 1 cult body 


WACO, Texas (R) — Authorities said Sunday that they had 
identified the first of 44 bodies recovered from the fire*wept 
rains cf cult leader David Koresh’s Branch Da vidian compound. 
Tbe victim was identified as David Michael Jones. 38, who died of 
a single bullet to the head. Mr. Jones was the brother of Mr. 
Koresh's only legal wife, Rachel Jones Koresh, authorities said. A 
medical examiner identified the body after a post-mortem by 
matching fingerprints and dental records, McLennan County 
Justice of tbe Peace David Pareya told a news conference. He said 
the medical examiner told him there was a “90 per cent 
probability" of identifying all of the bodies pulled from the 
compound so far, a remarkable feat since they suffered extreme 
heat damage, with some parts pulverised. X-rays and dental 
records are the primary means of identifying the bodies. 


Ex-navy chief faces charges in Seoul 


SEOUL (AP) — Prosecutors expanded an investigation into 
military corruption Monday and summoned a former navy chief 
of staff on charges of taking money to promote officers. Tbe 
prosecutors were also looking for a former Marine Corps 
commandant on bribery and graft charges. Tbe commandant 
allegedly gave bribes to get promoted while taking bribes to 
promote junior officers. The moves were the latest in a massive 
reform drive being pushed by the civilian government of President 
Kim Young- Sam to root out widespread corruption in Korean 
society. 


CSCE meeting opens on Karabakh 


PRAGUE (AFP) — The Conference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE) opened an emergency meeting here 
Monday on the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute, though diplomats 
said it was unlikely to give the go-ahead for deployment of 600 
peacekeepers planned for the enclave. The Swedish presidency of 
the CSCE called the special meeting of senior conference officials 
to try to push ahead of group's year-old effort to mediate a 
solution to the territorial dispute between Armenia and Azerbai- 
jan, after hopes for peace were raised last week. The special 
meeting was requested by Azerbaijan — which lost a key land 
corridor between Armenia and the enclave in fighting earlier this 
month — and backed by 17-member states in the CSCE, which 
includes all Europe plus the United States and Canada. Tbe 


diplomats said the United States and Russia were among several 
countries that have been calling for stronger CSCE efforts to 


reach a permanent ceasefire in the undeclared war. 


Akihito ends Okinawan trip 


TOKYO (AFP) — Emperor Akflrito returned here Monday after 
paying tribute to the 120,000 who (bed in World War n in Japan's 


southernmost prefecture of Okinawa, ending a four-day visit 
peppered by protests and bomb attacks. E m pe ro r AkDnto and his 
wife, Empress Michiko, left Naha, the capital of Okinawa, aboard 
a special plane after visiting the Shurijo, an exotic palace that 
housed the local Ryukyu monarch for 450 years. Tbe visit tbe 
first by an emperor, has sparked an outcry from leftist radicals 
opposed to the imperial system, raising the specter of World War 
IT fought under the name of Emperor Hirohrto, Emperor 
Akiluto’5 father. Okinawa is the only site where Japanese and 
U.S. troops fought on Japanese sofi during tbe war, in battles that 
claimed 200,000 Japanese lives including 120,000 civilians on tire 
islands. 


Pope ends visit to Albania 


SHKODRA, Albania (AP) — Pope John Paul II Sunday brought 
a message of hope to Europe’s most backward country and held it 
up as an example of ethnic tolerance in the Balkans. “Don’t 
degenerate into that intolerant and aggressive nationalism,” Pope 
John Paul urged, referring to the war in nearby Bosnia. The first 
papal visit came just a few years after Albania lifted a ban on 
religion imposed by hard-line communists. Pope John Paul, who 
returned to Rome late Sunday night, focused on tributes to the 
“heroic church” of Albania and its martyrs and refrained from 
some of his recent harsh criticism of the international community 
for failing to end the fighting fri Bosnia. Vatican officials said tbe 
Pope was aware of Serbian sensibilities if he spoke out during a 
Balkan trip. 


Private U.S. aid arrives in Cuba 


KEY WEST, Florida (AFP) — A private U.S. flotilla carrying 
humanitarian aid arrived in Cuba in a bid to support what its 
sponsors say is a growing pro-democracy movement there, 
organisers said. The boats — mostly small craft whose total 
number was not given — arrived Sunday in a port near Havana 
after sailing Saturday and Sunday from this southern Florida port, 
according to tbe Key West group Basta which organised tbe 
initiative. The craft carried mainly food, clothing, medication and 
Bibles. The conservative Cuban American National Foundation 
and other anti-Communist Cuban expatriate groups opposed the 
mission, fearing the goods wouldhelp shore up the cash-strapped 
Havana regime of Fidel Castro. 


virion of a greater Serbia has 
fuelled warfare hi breakaway 
YugpsaW republics. 

“This is the questison of war 
and peace, and we choose 
peace," said the message- “You 
have no right to jeopardise and 
expose 10 million Yugoslav 
citizens to international, sanc- 
tions.” 

But after the vote, Yugoslav 
Foreign Minister Vladislav Jova- 
novic signalled continued sup- 
port. 

'‘Yugoslavia has not aban- 
doned Serbs in Bosnia and will 
never do so,” he told reporters. 


Bosnian Foreign Minister 
Haris SOajdzic. speaking in Pakis- 
tan where he had gone to seek 
Muslim financial support, said he 
was not surprised by the vote. 

Meanwhile Bosnian Muslim 
forces firing weapons into the air 
demanded a U.N. peace-keeping 
platform hand over 260 Croat 
soldiers and refugees who had 
flocked to it for protection, U.N. 
officials said Monday. 


Cambodian 
politicians 
want all 
Vietnamese 
to leave 


The U.N. platoon commander 
ended the tense standoff on Sun- 
day in the Konjic region of south- 
west Bosnia by persuading 60 
Croat soldiers to give their 
weapons to the Muslims in ex- 
change for the group’s safe con- 
duct out of the area. 

A U.N. protection force 
spokesman said the incident 
occurred 20 kilometres west of 
Konjic, on the main relief aid 
corridor between the Adriatic 
Sea and central Bosnia, where 
Muslims and Croats, estranged 
civil war allies, have been fighting 
since April 16. 


including the loss to Vietnam of 
the fertile Mekong Delta 200 


years ago, are at the root of the 
bitterness. 

During 11 years of occupation 
that began with an invasion in 
December 1978, Cambodians 
hated the Vietnamese soldiers 
even though they overthrew a 
Khmer Rouge regime that had 
slaughtered hundreds of 
timusands of people. 

Tbe Khmer Rouge fought the 

Vietnamese-installed government 
until the signing of an agreement 
in 1991 that brought in U.N. 
peacekeepers. 

A postwar economic boom 
attracted thousands of Viet- 
namese immigrants. Most 
Cambodians seem to resent the 
migrants more than they do the 
tens of thousands of ethnic Viet- 
namese who have lived here for 
generations. 
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A badly injured Bosnian is being carried away on a to be evacuated by helicopter for 

stretcher by three Canadian UNFROFOR soldiers as Srebrenica residents look on (AFP photo) 


83 killed in India plane crash 


NEW DELHI (AP) — An Indian 
Airlines jetliner carrying 118 peo- 
ple crashed and burst into flames 
shortly after takeoff in western 
India Monday, the airline said. 

Preliminary reports reaching 
the airline's headquarters in New 
Delhi said at least 83 people were 
killed, Press Trust of India re- 
ported. 

The Boeing 737 broke into 
pieces as it caught fire, and 18 
people, including the pilot and 
co-pQot, were rescued as firemen 
fought the blaze, airline spokes- 
man V. Narayanan said. 

A senior police officer in Au- 
rangabad, from where the plane 
took off, said 12 passengers were 
hospitalised. “Most probably, the 
rest may be dead,” said tbe offic- 
er, R.M. Dahate. 

Some of tile passengers saved 
themselves by jumping out of the 
wreckage, according to Sharad 
Pawar, the chief minister of 


Maharashtra, tbe state where the 
accident occurred. 


The aircraft, which crashed in 737 was hijacked on a flight from 
an area of open fields and small New Delhi to the northern cityof 

- m I 1 r* m A naAAtiQtinn tUttk 


industries, may have been car- Srinagar. After ne, 
tying many foreigners because the armed hijacker ' 


the cities on its route are all Amritsar, Indian commandos 


major tourist stops. 


sneaked onto tbe aircraft and 


No weather probi 
ported when the f 
outside the airport 
bad, 680 miles (1,22 
southwest of New 


items were re- shot and killed him early Sunday. 


plane crashed It was the fourth Indian Air- 
at Auranga- lines hijacking this year. 

) kilometres) • Earlier this year, an Indian 
3elhi. Airlines jetliner leased from 


: airport at Auran gu- 
iles (1,239 kilometres) 
of New Delhi. 


Flight IC-491 left New Delhi at Uzbekistan Airlines crash landed 
6 a.m. (0030 GMT) for Jaipur in New Delhi, flipped onto its 


and Aurangabad, and was bound back and broke into pieces, but 
for Bombay. It carried 112 pas- all 165 people on board survived. 


sengers and six crew members In August 1991, an Indian Air- 
and took off from Aurangabad at lines Boeing 737 crashed in Im- 


1 p.m. (0730 GMT). 


pfaai, in the Far Eastern state of 
ibad Manipur, killing all 69 people 
Uora aboard. The airline's worst 


to see the Ajanta and EUora aboard. The airline's worst 
Caves, which contain sculptures domestic crash occurred in 1988 
and frescoes that are centuries when a Boeing 737 crashed in the 
old and that once adorned city of Afamadabad, lolling 131 
ancient Hindu kingdoms. people. 


S. African meeting to discuss poll date 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — 
Thousands of ethnic Vietnamese 
have fled to their homeland after 
m assacre s, blamed on Khmer 
Rbuger 'guerrillas^ -While conde- 
mning the killings, Cambodian 
politicians are urging all Viet- 
namese to leave. 

Although the rhetoric is part of 
die campaign for next month’s 
elections, it reflects an historic 
animosity among Cambodians for 
their dominant neighbour. 

“I am happy to see these Viet- 
namese people go bade” to their 
own country, said Kao Kong, 56. 
a driver. “I hate Vietnamese peo- 
ple” 

Centuries of territorial conflict. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Leaders from across South Afri- 
ca’s political spectrum agreed at 
democracy negotiations Monday 
to discuss a date for the country’s 
first all-race elections. 


Communist Party Chairman 
Joe Slovo, whose group is onp r qf 
26 participating in coostituticit&l 
talks at a conference centre joftt- 
side Johannesburg, called for dis- 
cussion of an election dale to be 
added to the agenda. 

_ “The proposal is that this nego- 
tiating council should instruct the 
planning council to fix a date 
before April 1994, to be discussed 
at the next meeting of this coun- 
cil,” Mr. Slovo said. 


The delegations from tbe 
white-minority government and 
the Communist-allied African 
National Congress backed Mr. 
Slovo’s motion. But it drew 
abjections from the ANCs main 
black political rival, the Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party 
(IFP). 

Inkatha represe nta tive Frank 


Mdlalose said the council could 
not discuss an election date be- 
fore it tackled the issue of politic- 
al violence that has killed more 
than 15,000 blades in eight years. 

“I don’t see how we could put 
such a motion over and above the 
issue of violence,” said Mr. Mdla- 
lose, whpse Inkatha movement is 
locked in . a turf war with the 
ANC. 

After more than 30 minutes of 
discussion, die meeting agreed to 
place die election date on the 
agenda — but as the item below 
discussion of violence and tbe 
form of a new South African 
state. 

Tbe murder of Communist Par- 
ty Secretary-General Chris Ham 
on April 10 and the violence that 
erupted as a result had added new 
urgency to the search for agree- 
ment on South Africa’s democra- 
tic future, inducting an election 
date. 

The planning council to which 
Mr. Slovo referred is. a smaller 
group fo negotiators who have 
been meeting in private to draft 


recommendations. 

President F.W. De Klerk and 
ANC-leader Nelson Mandela 
have both urgedspeedy progress, 
saying the election must be held 
as soon as possible — ■ within 12 
months at the most — to defuse 
tension fuelled, by Mr. Ham's 
murder. 

“I am confident that within 
about six weeks we can make the 
breakthrough that we need,” Mr. 
De Klcifc said in Cape Town. 

The talks opened with one mi- 
nute of silence in memory of 
three political leaders who died 
within two weeks — Mir. Hani, 
Conservative Party leader 
Andries Treumicht, who (tied 
aged 72 last Thursday, and ANC 
Chairman Oliver Tam bo, who 
died of a stroke aged 75, Satur- 
day. 

The Inkatha Freedom Party 
said Monday there could not be 
elections in South Africa before 
all “private armies,” inducting 
the armed wing of the African 
National Congress (ANC), were 
dismantled. 


Li Peng cancels Asian trip for health reasons 


PEKING (AFP) — Chinese 
Prime Minister Li Peng Monday 
cancelled a planned 12-day tour 
of Central Asia for health 
reasons, the Kazakhstan embassy 
here said, amid rumours that the 
premier had been hospitalised. 

“We have been informed that 
Mr. Li Peng’s visit has been 
postponed for health reasons,” a 
Kazakh diplomat said by tele- 
phone. 

• Another diplomat said Mr. Li 
bad been hospitalised with a very 


high fever. 

Hie Chinese government did 
not give new dates for Mr. LTs 
trip, which was to have started 
Wednesday, nor did it give details 
on tbe state of his health, the 
embassy said. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Wn Jiamnin, when asked about 
tbe tour, said earlier “We will 
soon make an announcement.” 


Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and 
Mongolia. 


Earlier Monday, Mr. Li cancel- 
led a meeting with visiting Philip- 
pine President Fidel Ramos. 


Mr. Li’s trip was to have taken 
him to Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan, 


Mr. Wn told reporters that Mr. 
Li had “jnst got a cold,” but gave 
no further details and refused to 
confirm a statement by Gen.. 
Ramos* spokesman Rodolfo 
Reyes that Philippine officials 
had been told that Mr. Li was in 
hospital. 


Battered City Of London gets back to business 


LONDON (R) — London’s 
bomb- battered financial district 
got back to business Monday 
amid scenes of devastation re- 
miniscent of the wartime blitz 50 


years ago. 

A huge IRA truck-bomb, that 
killed one person and injured 44, 
smashed hundreds of offices 
occupied by 250,000 workers in 
the “Qty” one of the world's key 
commercial centres. 

Police pledged to review secur- 
ity after the IRA’s second spec- 
tacular bombing in just over a 
year against major British econo- 
mic targets. 

Defiant office workers re- 
turned along streets hastily 
cleared of rubble. Saturday’s one- 
tonne truck bomb cut a swathe 
through the heart of the Gfy Of 
London, shattering the plate- 
glass facades of prestige offices, 
including the landmark Natwest 
Tower. 

- Prime Minister John Major in- 
sisted the attack was a failure, 
saying: “It is business as usual.” 

He said: “This morning Lon- 
don has given its response: The 
markets are open in currencies 
and commodities, stocks and 
shares, insurance and shipping." 

“Even as we repair the dam- 
age, the Gty will continue to 
operate as one of the great finan- 
cial centres of the world, ” he told 
bankers at the annual meeting of 


the European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development 
(EBRD). 

An army of labourers toiled 
through the weekend to sweep up 
the worst of the debris and 
reopen the area to traffic, while 
banks and brokerage companies 
arranged alternative office space 
for a quarter of a million em- 


ployees directly affected by the 
bombing. 


Local leaders said the city 
would operate at almost foil 


capacity because leading institu- 
tions such as the Stock Exchange 


and the Lloyds Insurance Market 
escaped damage from the blast. 
The Bank of England said It 
expected normal trading to re- 
sume. 

“We want to show that this sort . 
of terrorism does not pay di- 
vidends. We want to get the Gty 
back and working agam and they 
will not disrupt the commercial 
heart of this country,” said Lord 
Mayor Francis McWilliams. 


The Irish Republican Army’s 
(IRA) bomb exploded in the 
Bishopsgate banking area, wreck- 
ing offices and branches of sever- 
al international banks. 

Just over a year ago, tbe IRA 
devastated the Gty with a similar 
bomb, striking at Britain’s finan- 
cial nerve centre and casting a 
shadow over London's drive to 


become Europe’s leading trading 
capital. 

“You have to show defiance 
and confidence and indicate to 
the world that the strengths of the 
Gty are still apparent and that 
this is where international busi- 
ness needs to be," said Michael 
Cassidy, chief executiveof policy 
and planning for the City Of 
London Corporation, the local 
authority. 

“The more imposition that one 
has to bring to Gty businesses, 
then the more you are giving 
victory to the IRA,” he said in a 
radio interview. 

Britain’s tabloid newspapers 
invoked the spirit of the Nazi 
World War II bombing blitz of 
London, saying Gty workers 
would show their defiance of the 
IRA by resolutely returning to 
their desks. 

Police said the morning rash 
hour was proceeding as normal, 
and only a small area around die 
bomb site was sealed off. 

In planting tbe bomb, the IRA 
shrugged off an outcry over the 
deaths of two boys in the bomb- 
ing of a provincial English town 
last month and signalled a deter- 
■ ruination to continue its bloody 
campaign against British rule in 
Northern Ireland. 

The IRA’s defiance of tighter 
security imposed after , tbe first 
Gty bombing in April last year 


drew calls for yet stricter anti- 
terrorist measures, with a ban on 
cars and a ring of road blocks 
among tbe suggested options. 


“We need to look at the whole 
issue of policing, what in a free 
society Gty businesses can toler- 
ate in the way of increased sur- 
veillance and checks," said Mr. 
Cassidy. 

Security sources say the IRA 
has a large network of guerrillas 
living in Britain and working in 
small units. The organisation con- 
stantly switches tactics and 
targets, making it difficult for 
police to predict where or when 
they will strike. 


Arrests made 


Police said Monday anti- 
terrorist squad officers had 
arrested a number of people in 
early morning raids in London. 

Police would say only that 
several arrests had been made 
under anti-terrorist laws. 

They declined to comment on 
any link with Saturday’s bombing 
by the IRA. * 

“Anti-terroristm officers made 
a number of arrests this morning 
and the people are being held at a 
number of police stations,” a 
police spokeswoman said. 

She said site had no informa- 
tion on whether the arrests were 
connected with IRA activity. 



U.S. gays march 
with a sense of 

accomplishment of* 


WASHINGTON (R) — Gays ^ 
and lesbians wrapped up a mas- ■ 

ave march on Washington and 
headed home hoping they had r 
changed their public image and ' 
convinced members of Congress J.v* 1 ' . 
to support their campaign for 
equal rights. “There’s a lot of 
hope and anger. I think it might 
impress the American people > ; ’ 1 . 
said Thomas Otto, 23, a Mm- 
nea polls, one of the demoastra- . . 

tors. “The more people that can •>* 
be seen, the more it&hould help,” y- ; '. 


Mr. Otto told Reuters. By a|L 
accounts, the march on Washing* 1 
ton for lesbian and gay rights 
drew hundreds of thousands to 
the capital. But crowd estimates 
varied wildly, as they typically 
do. March organisers and the 
Washington mayor’s office esti- 
mated the crowd at one million, 
which would make the demon- 
stration the largest in Washing- 
ton’s history. But the National 
Park Service, which polices the 
rally site, said only 300,000 bad 
participated, prompting organis- 
ers to charge that the federal 
government has purposefully 
underestimated their numbers. 


The accident occurred two days 
after an Indian Airlines Boeing 


iating with 
11 hours in 


Man gets 4 years 
for selling baby 
sons in China 


PEKING (R) — An unemployed^ 
man in rural southwestern China 
who sold his two baby sons was 
sentenced to four years in prison, 
a police gazette reported. A1 
Bingsheng of Sichuan province 
arranged soon after the birth of 
his first son to sell the child 
til rough a middleman. When bis 
wife, a deaf-mute, gave birth 
again Mr. Al- promptly sold the 
infant off, the April 24 edition of 
China Procuratorate News said. 
He made a total of 6,200 yuan 
($1,000). The sale of boys is. ^ 
growing scourge in the Chinese 
countryside, where a high pre- 
mium is placed on male heirs. 
Many of the children sold are 
kidnapped from their homes. 


Marcos scotches talk 
tf romance with 
American lawyer 


MANILA (AFP) — Former Phir 
lippine first lady Imelda Marcos 
Monday denied reports of a 
romantic involvement with her 
American lawyer, James Linn. 


“Tve not even finished yet wiffi 
one husband, I have not even 


one husband, I have not even 
buried him yet and people are 
already speculating (about my 
plan) to get another one,” the 
63-year-old former beauty queen 
and -widow of deposed dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos said on gov- 
ernment television. Mrs. Marcos, 
who gained dubious lame after 
she left more than 1,000 pains of 
shoes at Malacanang presidential 
palace when a popular revolt 
chased her family into U.S. exile 
in 1986, described the reports as 
“part of tbe corppiracy, it seems, 
against the Marcoses." Ferdinand 
Marcos died in exile in Hawaii in 
1989. The former first lady has so 
for failed to bring home his re- 
mains for state honours and bu- 
rial. 


Half-price sausage 
boosts poll turnout 


Scientists close 
in on meteorite 


STONEY (AFP) - Ati 
astronomers said they are 
m on an area in centr 
(South Wales where they fc 
meteorite landed 10 da 
The white fireball with 
tau blazed across eastern 
lia on April 16, surprising 
across the three eastm 
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MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin battled for the 
hearts and minds of Russian vo- 
ters, but some polling stations 
were aiming for people's sto- 
machs instead. Commonwealth 
Television said a number of sta- 
tions in the Volga city of Saratov 
put sausage on sale at half price 
to joh voters out of their apathy 
and increase turnout in a refereir- 
dum on Mr. Yeltsin's presidency 
mid policies. The practice of en- 
ticing people to polling stations 
with well-stocked buffets and 
music dates back to the Soviet 
era. Television reported only A 
minor irregularities across the 
country. It said some campaign- - 
mg, banned on voting day, had 
taken place in the Urals, while 
out-of-date electoral lists had 
been used in some parts of Stav- 
ropol in the south. 
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